Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Wildlife Council -- ORC 1531.03, 1531.05
Agency Name

Ben Bruns, ODNR Legislative Director
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Wildlife Council was established by law within the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources with the purpose of approving all rules proposed by ODNR's Division of
Wildlife.

Per Ohio law, any rule proposed by the Division of Wildlife relating to the establishment
of seasons, bag limits, size, species, method of taking, and possession shall be
adopted only upon approval of the Wildlife Council. All council meetings are open to the
public and approval or disapproval of proposed rules cannot be made without
exhausting the required fifteen day public comment period.

Although the council is only statutorily required to meet once per quarter, the members
meet more frequently during the spring and fall to better prepare for rule processes to
accommodate the setting of seasons and bag limits.

The members meet a total of eight times per year. Meetings typically last 1 1/2 - 2
hours each at ODNR's Division of Wildlife District 1 Office.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The wildlife council is required by law to do all of the following:

(A) Be represented by not less than three of its members at all public hearings held
pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code for the purpose of establishment of
seasons, bag limits, size, species, methods of taking, and possession;

(B) Advise on policies of the division and the planning, development, and institution of
programs and policies of the division;

(C) Investigate, consider, and make recommendations in all matters pertaining to the
protection, preservation, propagation, possession, and management of wild animals
throughout the state;

(D) Report to the governor from time to time the results of its investigations concerning
the wildlife resources of the state with recommendations of such measures as it
considers necessary or suitable to conserve or develop those resources and preserve
them as far as practicable.

One staff member from ODNR's Division of Wildlife serves as a facilitator to the council.
This staff member schedules upcoming meetings for the council, takes minutes, and
assists with processing reimbursements. They are not compensated for their work on the
council, as their primary role is to assist the Chief of the Division of Wildlife. They work
on tasks related to the council when her regular duties permit.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Council members are eligible for reimbursement of direct expenses related to their
work on the council, predominantly for mileage, but also for meals. From July 2023 -
May 2024, a total of $2,170.12 was spent in reimbursements to the members.

Reimbursements are allocated out of Fund 7015 / ALI 740401, which is the Division of
Wildlife Conservation line item. This line item is the primary source of operating support
for the Division's programs and contains most of the Division's payroll, maintenance,
and other operating costs.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Wildlife Council is an eight-member board. Appointed by the Governor, no more
than four members may be of the same political party and two of the total council
members must be engaged in farming activities as their principle means of support.
Each term of office is four years.

Members receive no compensation for their work on the council; only reimbursements.

We believe that eight total members is good governance and works effectively to meet
the council's objectives.




Additional notes

On April 10, 2024, the Wildlife Council approved the 2024-2025 hunting regulations. In
this rule package, the seasons, hours, and bag limits for many game species were
consolidated into new rules that are specific to the type of game and will be easier for
the public to find and read.

This package was part of a multi-year effort to reduce regulatory restrictions and
overhaul portions of the Division's administrative rules. Most notably, the council has
approved:
*Rescinding and replacing rules for refuges, no hunting zones, and public hunting
areas to consolidate and modernize sections.
«Incorporating the agency procedure for commercial fishing quota allocation into the
Administrative Code.
«Changes to the state list designations for threatened and endangered species,
including delisting the once-endangered trumpeter swan.
«County bag limit increases for white-tailed deer.
«Allowing camping in the Appalachian Hills Wildlife Area.
«Overhauling migratory game bird hunting methods, seasons, hours, and bag limits.
*Reducing the spring turkey season bag limit.
«Shortening and limiting the grouse season.
*Rescinding and replacing the rule for the Division's shooting ranges to make the
rule more clear, logically organized, and easier to read.
«Expanding controlled access opportunities.

The Wildlife Council is a valuable tool to the Division of Wildlife in its efforts to protect,
preserve, promote, and responsibly manage Ohio's wild animals and Division of
Wildlife properties. ODNR recommends that the Sunset Review Committee renew the
Wildlife Council.
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