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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Oil and Gas Land Management Commission-- ORC 155.30
	Point of Contact: Ben Bruns, ODNR Legislative Director
	Additional Notes: To date, the Commission has facilitated the lease of almost 6,300 acres of state-owned mineral rights. Lease bonuses for those efforts total almost $61 million, which does not include the market rate royalties expected in coming years from the sale of extracted minerals. 
 
The Commission is also currently considering various nominations totaling an additional 1,012 acres of state-owned mineral rights.
 
The Oil and Gas Land Management Commission is a valuable tool for the state in its efforts to promote the responsible exploration for, and development and production of, oil and natural gas resources owned or controlled by the state for the benefit of all. ODNR recommends that the Sunset Review Committee renew the Oil and Gas Land Management Commission.
 
 
 
 
 
	Number of Members: The OGLMC is a five-member commission. The Director of ODNR or their designee serves as the Chair of the Commission. The other four members are appointed by the Governor:
 
(1) Two members with knowledge or experience in the oil and gas industry recommended by a statewide organization representing the oil and gas industry; 
 
(2) One member of the public with expertise in finance or real estate;
 
(3) One member representing a statewide environmental or conservation organization
 
Members receive no compensation for their work on the council; but are entitled to reimbursements.
 
We believe that five total members works effectively to meet the commission's objectives.
 
The Commissioners do not receive compensation, although the statute does entitle them to reimbursements from this fund for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties from oil and gas land management commission administration fund. 
 
 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: Pursuant to ORC 155.35, administrative costs for the Commission are to be paid from the oil and gas land management commission administration fund, which consists of the nomination and bid fees received by the Commission. Commissioners are also entitled to reimbursements from this fund for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 
 
To date, no money from this fund has been spent for either purpose, and the fund sits at a balance of a little over $5,700. Nominal credit card processing fees have been covered by ODNR on behalf of the Commission up to this point. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: ODNR currently has one staff member dedicated to providing part-time administrative support to the Commission in addition to their other duties at the Department. The Commission met 8 times in 2023, and the staff member spent approximately 15 hours/week on Commission work. 
 
The Commission received and processed 18 nominations from May-December 2023, and has received 19 nominations so far in 2024. The Commission has met 3 times in 2024 so far, and anticipates 2-3 more meetings before the end of the calendar year. The Commission anticipates meeting approximately 5-7 times/year moving forward, with the staff member dedicating approximately 10 hours/week to Commission business. However, because nominations can be submitted to the Commission on a rolling basis, these projections are dependent on the number of nominations received and when they are received.
 
 
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Oil and Gas Land Management Commission, formerly the Ohio Oil and Gas Leasing Commission, was established in 2011 to oversee the leasing of state owned mineral rights in Ohio. The Commission accepts nominations of state-owned mineral rights for oil and gas exploration and development, puts those nomination out for public & agency comment, reviews public and agency comments, approves or denies nominations, puts approved nominations out to bid, and selects the highest and best bid for each nomination put out to bid.
 


