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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission
	Point of Contact: Todd Thatcher
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The principal responsibility of the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission (OSWCC) is to ensure Ohioans are served by well administered and supported Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). Members of the OSWCC are dedicated volunteers who have contributed thousands of hours of leadership over more than 75 years to foster successful local conservation programs. Specific responsibilities include: • Determine the allocation of state funds to SWCDs and recommend the level of state and federal funds needed;• Inform SWCD supervisors of their official powers and duties;• Issue appropriate rules and policies governing election of SWCD supervisors;• Recommend priorities to the Director of ODA for planning and construction of small watershed projects, and coordination of agreements with local SWCDs; and• Recommend programs and legislation to state officials relative to SWCDs and encouragement of proper soil, water, and other natural resource management. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The OSWCC does not employee staff but rather utilizes staff from the Ohio Department of Agriculture Division of Soil and Water Conservation to fulfill the goals and objectives listed above. The chief of the Division of Soil and Water Conservation serves as the Executive Secretary and two administrators help to oversee the goals and objectives of the OSWCC.   
	Past & Present Budget: The OSWCC does not have a dedicated budget, however they oversee the allocation of state funds to the local SWCDs (see above). These state funds come from a combination of dedicated purpose funds and general revenue funds. The OSWCC is an uncompensated board and only receives mileage reimbursement.  
	Number of Members: The OSWCC consists of seven members, six are appointed by the governor and one is designated by the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. The directors of agriculture, environmental protection, and natural resources, the vice-president for agricultural administration of the Ohio state university, and an officer of the Ohio federation of soil and water conservation districts, or their designees, may serve as ex-officio members of the commission, but without the power to vote. The Chief of ODA's Division of Soil and Water Conservation serves as the commission's executive secretary.The members do not receive pay but are compensated for mileage.  
	Additional Notes: The Ohio Department of Agriculture has been proud to partner with the Administration and the Legislature on H2Ohio. We are thankful for the funding provided via the Legislature and are excited about the opportunities that this program brings to our farmers across Ohio. To date, there are approximately 2600 producers enrolled totaling 1.8M acres of conservation in the Western Lake Erie Basin. The Department respectfully requests reauthorization of the Commission.  


