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Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board
Agency Name

Todd Thatcher
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board is statutorily tasked by section 904.03 of the
Revised Code to adopt rules governing the care and well-being of livestock in the state.
To execute this task, the board takes all of the following into consideration: best
management practices for the care and well-being of livestock, biosecurity, prevention
of disease, animal morbidity and mortality data, food safety practices, protection of
local, affordable food supplies for consumers, and generally accepted veterinary
practices, livestock practice standards, and ethical standards established by the
American Veterinary Medical Association.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board does not employ staff but rather utilizes staff
from the Ohio Department of Agriculture Division of Animal Health. Section 904.04 of the
Revised Code states, in part, the Director of Agriculture shall hire an executive director

of the board and investigate complaints regarding violations of the Ohio Livestock Care
Standards.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board does does not receive appropriations from

the general assembly. The administration and enforcement of the Ohio Livestock Care
Standards is funded through GRF within the Division of Animal Health.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

Section 904.02 of the Revised Code establishes the members of the Ohio Livestock
Care Standards Board, which has a total of 13 members. The members are as follows:

The director of agriculture, who shall be the chairperson of the board;

One member representing family farms;

One member who is knowledgeable about food safety in this state;

Two members representing statewide organizations that represent farmers;

One member who is a veterinarian licensed under Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code;
The state veterinarian in the department of agriculture;

The dean of the agriculture department of a college or university located in this state;
Two members of the public representing consumers in this state;

One member representing a county humane society organized under Chapter 1717. of
the Revised Code.

One member appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives who shall be a
family farmer;

One member appointed by the president of the senate who shall be a family farmer.

In compliance with division (F) of section 904.02 of the Revised Code, members are
not compensated for their services.




Additional notes

The Division of Animal Health within the Ohio Department of Agriculture respectfully
requests the continuation of the Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board.
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