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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
	Point of Contact: Ronette Burkes
	Additional Notes: Below are a few highlights of the few years recognizing the work of the coalitions and its allied partners. 
 
Partnership with Relink.org
Relink.org is an on-line resource database that quickly connects people in need with local resources in the community.  It is designed to offer the user an opportunity to search across a spectrum of care such as emergency crisis, behavioral health, human trafficking, addiction recovery, basic needs, family services etc.  For several years, the Office of Reentry team worked with Relink.org to develop the "reentry" category as a result incarcerated adults in Ohio have access to Relink.org on their ViaPath tablets so that they can play an active role in searching for their reentry needs while preparing to go home.  

Family Engagement
Maintaining connections with healthy families and family support are essential for incarcerated people. DRC has worked to ensure that the people in our care have access to maintain healthy relationships with their loved ones and ensure that their loved ones have access to our resources.  Community Family Forums offer the families of incarcerated people as well as people on community supervision and opportunity to meet with DRC leaders  to include wardens, deputy wardens, case managers, parole regional administrators, parole officers and the reentry team in their communities to learn more about opportunities for their loved ones while incarcerated and upon release.  Families  hear about educational, employment, community linkage, reentry resources etc., that will assist with a successful reentry.  
 
The Video In-Reach Program 
The goal of the video in-reach program is to connect reentry resource providers with incarcerated persons preparing to return to the community prior to release. The program leverages existing technologies using Microsoft Teams and provides the opportunity for a direct connection for our incarcerated population to meet with those key reentry service providers that will make their transition to the community more successful. Monthly, bi-monthy and quarterly depending on the county size, reentry coordinators host virtual sessions for incarcerated people up to 90 days from release to meet with reentry resource providers from their communities .  Incarcerated persons have an opportunity to ask questions and request additional information.  This program helps to build rapport  between the incarcerated person and the reentry provider which reduces anxiety knowing that there is help in the community.   
 
 
 
 
 
	Number of Members: Per Am. Sub. HB 130, the Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition is comprised of the 
following agencies: 
     1.  Rehabilitation and Correction, 
     2.  Department of Aging, 
     3.  Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
     4.  Department of Development, 
     5.  Department of Education and Workforce,
     6.  Department of Health,
     7.  Department of Job and Family Services,
     8.  Department of Developmental Disabilities,
     9.  Department of Public Safety,
     10.  Department of Youth Services,
     11.   Department of Higher Education,
     12.  Governor's Office
     13.  Department Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities, 
     14.  Department of Commerce,
     15.  Ohio Health Care Licensing Boards,
     16.  Department of Veteran Services,
     17.  Ex-Offender Representative, 
     18.  Members of the House of Representatives, and  
     19.  Members of the Senate 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: The members of the coalition serve without compensation. The funding sources for local coalitions currently vary and many coalitions face routine challenges to secure funding for their important work throughout Ohio communities. Coalitions are reliant on donations, federal and/or local funding.  A definite benefit to the state, is the ability of the Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition and its statutory members to identify state/federal funding opportunities and develop coordinated efforts to seek resources to support successful offender reentry.   In fiscal years 23/24 and 24/25, DRC provided close to 2 million dollars to fund reentry coalition expansion into undeserved counties, increasing coverage by 42 counties.  Unfortunately, the funding is not on-going.
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The OERC conducts periodic meetings consisting of 17 statutory members as well 2 members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives and 2 members of the senate appointed by the president of the senate.   The membership is inclusive of state agencies, a representative of the Ohio Health Care Licensing Board and a person that is justice involved. At the direction of HB 130 the coalition works collaboratively with service providers, community-based organizations and local governments to examine existing barriers to successful reentry and identify strategies that lead to successful reentry. 
 
The development of a strategic plan was framed by core principles intended to guide stakeholders in addressing several reentry related areas that included but were not limited to: increase reentry coalition coverage across the state, increased employment opportunities, increased participation in substance use disorder services, increased family engagement in reentry, and increased participation in behavioral health services. The inherent principles of the coalition are grounded in collaboration and engagement with local communities.  This work is continued as coalition members examine opportunities to develop a continuum of supportive networks that lead to successful reentry and increased public safety. 
 
The inherent principles of the coalition are found in the mission of DRC to reduce recidivism among those we touch and its vision to reduce crime in Ohio. As such DRC Director Annette Chambers-Smith actively serves in the role of coalition chairperson as defined by statue. Director Chambers-Smith personally attends each meeting. Further, the Director is involved in the development of each meeting agenda and the identification of meeting priorities. 
 
In further support of reentry efforts in Ohio, DRC's Office of Reentry is specifically designated to support the work of OERC and local coalitions. The DRC Office of Reentry is comprised of a deputy director, assistant deputy director, administrative professional, internal reentry administrator, 3 regional reentry administrators, 2 regional unit management administrators and 8 reentry coordinators. The DRC Office of Reentry team are central to coordinating coalition meetings. Additionally, Office of Reentry team work with the local reentry coalitions to develop strategies that respond to local needs aligned with state priorities. This technical assistance includes support of the Ohio Association of Local Reentry Coalitions (OALRC). Some of those methods of support include our efforts to develop entities designed to enhance reentry efforts at the local level. To date 63 of Ohio's counties are represented by a reentry coalition.    The remaining 25 counties are served by reentry partners/alliances such as community action councils or recovery coalitions.  
	Primary Purpose & Goals: House Bill 130 formally created the Ohio Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition (OERC). The coalition serves as a guiding hub for expanding and improving reentry efforts across state, local agencies and communities. 
 
The Coalition's overriding goals are to: 
       1. Reintegrate people transitioning from incarceration into society, 
       2. Reduce recidivism, and 
       3. Maintain public safety.  


