Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board
Agency Name

Todd Thatcher
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Department of Agriculture's Division of Animal Health is charged with
protecting and promoting the health of Ohio's livestock, poultry, and other animal
industries. Responsibilities include livestock and poultry testing and inspection, license
administration, management of animal diseases in Ohio, and providing veterinary
diagnostic laboratory services. The Commercial Dog Breeding Program significantly
contributes to the mission of the Division of Animal Health through the administration of
licenses, completion of inspections, and through providing veterinary laboratory
services specifically to practitioners of canines.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Commercial Dog Breeding Program issues around 500 high-volume dog breeder
licenses, slightly under 600 dog broker licenses, and close to 50 pet store licenses. In
addition, the program registers over 300 dog rescue facilities. All high-volume dog
breeders, dog brokers, and pet stores received at a minimum an annual inspection. In
addition to annual inspection requirements, the inspectors perform follow up inspections
for any documented non-compliances and investigations resulting from the numerous
complaints received annually. Currently, the Commercial Dog Breeding Program
employs 3 office staff, 1 field veterinarian, and 5 Animal Health Inspectors.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board does does not receive appropriations
from the general assembly.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

Revised Code section 956.17 created the Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board
consisting of the following seven members:

The state veterinarian in the department of agriculture;

and the following six members appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
of the senate:

One member representing a humane society;

One member who is a county dog warden;

One member who is a veterinarian;

One member representing animal rescues for dogs in this state;

One member who is a member of a professional dog breeding association in this state;
and One member representing the public.

The board is statutorily tasked to (1) review rules that have been or are proposed to be
adopted under section 956.03 of the Revised Code; and (2) advise the director on the
administration of chapter 956 of the Revised Code and rule adopted under it.

In compliance with division (B) of section 956.17 of the Revised Code, the board
members do not receive compensation.




Additional notes

The Division of Animal Health within the Ohio Department of Agriculture respectfully
requests the continuation of the Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board.
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