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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Agricultural Commodity Advisory Commission
	Point of Contact: David E. Miran, Jr.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Agricultural Commodity Advisory Commission was created in 1983 as part of the Agricultural Commodity Handler Law which was created as a mechanism to reimburse grain farmers in the event of grain elevator insolvency. The primary purpose of the Commission is to review all claims filed against a grain elevator experiencing a failure and recommend approvals or denials in the most expeditious manner to the director.
 
Additionally, the Commission advises the Director of the Ohio Department of Agriculture on the administration of Chapter 926 of the Ohio Revised Code. The Commission regularly performs the following activities:
 
1.         Review and discuss the operating budget of the grain regulatory program.
2.         Discuss and recommend necessary grain law and rule changes to regulate the grain industry of Ohio more effectively and better protect the producers of Ohio farm elevator failures.
3.         Continue to monitor and protect Commodity Depositors Fund (4980) balance and interest earnings.
4.         Continue to review staffing needs and recommend additional staffing when necessary to operate the grain regulatory program.
5.         Determine the per bushel value of corn, soybeans, and wheat if an elevator experiences a failure.
6.         Advise the Director by consent vote to reinstate the fee collection if the fund balance drops below $10 million or to maintain the liquidity of the fund.
 
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Commission is required to meet at least three times per year but can be convened as many times as deemed necessary to review claims timely. Typically, ODA staff spend approximately four to six hours preparing and staffing each Commission meeting. However, the workload dramatically when an elevator fails. 
 
The last elevator failure occurred in 2021. An elevator failure requires the regular field inspection schedule to be paused due to the need to immediately respond with all resources. An elevator failure usually takes 30-45 days for personnel to get records reviewed and claims prepared for presentation to the Commission. Special meetings are scheduled for the Commission to review each claim and recommend approval or denial to the director. 
 
The Ohio Department of Agriculture's Grain program currently contains one Inspection Administrator, one Program Assistant, one Field Supervisor and three Field Inspectors complete the regular field inspection schedule annually. The program currently has one field inspector vacancy due to a recent retirement.  This vacancy will be filled by July 1, 2024, to bring the field inspection staff number back up to four. 
 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: The Agricultural Commodity Depositors fund (4980) balance as of April 1, 2024, is $15,996,302.44 and is interest earning. Interest earnings are redeposited into the Commodity Depositors Fund (4980).
 
The budget to operate the regulatory program is stable with no reliance on general revenue. The regulatory program can draw up to $500,000 from the Agricultural Commodity Depositors fund (4980) annually and deposited into the Commodity Handler Regulatory operating account (4970). Funding is also received through collection of license and examination fees from all licensed handlers in the State and deposited into the operating account (4970).
 
	Number of Members: The Commission is made up of seven members appointed by the Director. The roster of the Commission consists of three farmers engaged primarily in the production of agricultural commodities, one licensed handler who is the manager of a farmer owned cooperative, one licensed handler who is the owner and operator of an elevator in a rural area, one licensed handler representing a warehouse located at a major transportation center and one banker who is an officer of a rural bank.
 
Official meetings require a quorum of at least four members. Quorum requirements have not been an issue. The regular meeting schedule and workload remains constant. Besides the Commission members in attendance, ODA staffing includes the Inspection Administrator, the Program Administrator and legal counsel. The meetings are open to the public and official minutes are taken.
 
Commission members are not compensated for their time. Mileage compensation is available; however, none of the current members request payment for mileage.
 
	Additional Notes: 1.         The Commission, the Agricultural Commodity Depositors fund and the grain regulatory program were created by the general assembly's passage of HB 770 in 1983.
2.         Since the inception of the fund, the Commission has approved 1,544 claims and paid out $19,404,043.92 to producers that otherwise had no recourse for grain they delivered to licensed elevators.
3.         The agricultural commodity depositors fund is funded by the collection of a half-cent fee from every bushel of corn, soybeans and wheat delivered to licensed elevators in Ohio. Recent legislation established a $15 million cap that stops the collection of the fee. The fee will remain idle until the fund balance drops below $10 million.
 


