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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Wild, Scenic, & Recreational Rivers Advisory Councils -- ORC 1547.84 
	Point of Contact: Ben Bruns, Director of Legislative Affairs
	Additional Notes: New members are currently being recruited for any of the fifteen advisory councils that do not have a full complement of 10 members.  
  
All of Ohio's wild, scenic and recreational rivers represent some of the most high quality, biologically diverse, and recreationally valuable rivers and streams remaining in the state.  Designation of these resources as wild, scenic or recreational rivers is a locally driven process so local communities are closely linked to these resources and invested in their conservation.  The local scenic river advisory council provides these communities with a valuable link to the Department of Natural Resources through which they can express the concerns regarding the protection of these unique river resources.
 
 
 
	Number of Members: Each council is composed of up to ten persons who are representative of local government and local organizations and interests in the vicinity of the wild, scenic, or recreational river area.  The chief of ODNR's Division of Watercraft or the chief's representative shall serve as an ex officio member of each council.
 
Members are appointed by the Director of ODNR for a term no longer than three years and shall serve without compensation.  
 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: The Scenic River Advisory Council members serve on a volunteer basis.  To our knowledge, no member has ever received any form of compensation or reimbursement.  The Ohio Revised Code, Section 1548.84 provides that each advisory council member "shall serve without compensation".
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: All council meetings and activities are organized at the regional level by the appropriate ODNR Assistant Regional Scenic Rivers Manager. There are five scenic river regions in the state, each with an Assistant Regional Scenic Rivers Manager. All five of these positions are within ODNR's Division of Natural Areas and Preserves and are funded in part by General Revenue Funds and the Waterway Safety Fund.
 
Time spent on council work varies by region.  For example; the Northeast Ohio Scenic River Manager interacts with five of the fifteen advisory councils and consequently would have the most travel time associated with meetings. If each council were to meet quarterly, the manager would be attending 20 meetings per year. The manager spends an average of 6.5 hours preparing, traveling, and attending each meeting, which would total approximately 130 hours annually on advisory councils.
 
The four other regional managers would dedicate less time to meetings due the fact that they each have fewer councils. Scenic River Program regions, numbers of councils in each region and estimated time expenditures are reflected below based on the numbers used above.
 
Eastern Ohio         2 advisory councils       8 meetings           52 hours annually
Central Ohio          4 advisory councils      16 meetings         104 hours annually
Southwest Ohio     2 advisory councils       8 meetings           52 hours annually
Northwest Ohio      2 advisory councils       8 meetings           52 hours annually
 
Scenic river advisory councils function to provide the valuable "grassroots" input relative to the conservation of these extremely high quality river resources.
 
 
 
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: In 1968, the Ohio General Assembly enacted the nation's first Scenic Rivers Act. The legislation created a state program to protect Ohio's remaining high quality streams for future generations. Scenic rivers retain most of their natural characteristics at a time when many rivers reflect the impacts of human activities.  The Scenic Rivers Act provides three categories for river classification: wild, scenic and recreational.
 
To date there are a total of fifteen designated wild, scenic or recreational rivers across the state capturing just over 830 river miles.
 
Ohio law requires that a citizens' advisory council be appointed for each designated river.  A diverse cross section of local officials, landowners, conservation organizations and other local interests are represented on each council to ensure that issues can be addressed from a variety of viewpoints.  
 
To date, there are a total of fifteen active wild, scenic or recreational river area advisory councils established within ODNR. Each of the fifteen councils are tasked with advising the Chief of the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves on the acquisition of land and easements and on the waters that should be included in a wild, scenic, or recreational river designation, facilities therein, and other aspects of establishment and administration of the wild, scenic or recreational river that may affect the local interest. 


