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Advisory Committee on Livestock Exhibitions
Agency Name

Todd Thatcher
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Advisory Committee on Livestock Exhibitions is tasked with proposing rules for the
governing of livestock exhibitions within the state of Ohio and to advise and counsel the
Director of Agriculture on all matters relating to the administration of exhibitions.
Sections 901.70 to 901.76 provide the framework for ensuring any promulgated rules
for livestock exhibitions provide for food safety and the health, safety, and welfare of
livestock exhibited and provide for the governance and administration of exhibitions.
For administrative purposes, the committee is considered part of the Department of
Agriculture and the Director provides assistance to enable the committee to carry out
its duties.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

During the 2023 livestock exhibition season, 847 urine samples were collected and
sampled along with 17 dairy milk samples from the Ohio State Fair. The livestock
exhibition program is administered collaboratively by the State Veterinarian, Assistant
State Veterinarian, and two program administrators. Additionally, the Division of Animal
Health field veterinarians (4 FTEs) and field inspectors (9 FTES) geographically divide
the county and independent fairs to assist with sampling kit delivery, technical guidance
to official exhibition veterinarians, and logistical support for sample delivery at the
laboratory. All of the Division of Animal Health staff participate in the coordination of

sample collection, verification of cleaning and disinfection, and check-in of livestock
activities at the Ohio State Fair.

Additionally, technical laboratory staff are necessary to perform the urine sample testing.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Advisory Committee on Livestock Exhibitions does does not receive appropriations
from the general assembly.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

As detailed in section 901.71 of the Revised Code, the Advisory Committee on
Livestock Exhibitions consists of 21 members as follows:

The director of agriculture, or the director's designee;

The state veterinarian, or the state veterinarian's designee;

A representative of the Ohio cattlemen's association, the Ohio purebred dairy cattle
association, the Ohio pork producers council, the Ohio poultry association, the Ohio
sheep improvement association, the Ohio fair managers association, the Ohio farm
bureau federation, the Ohio farmers union, the Ohio department of education and
workforce's agricultural education service, the Ohio state university extension, the
national farmers organization, and the Ohio state grange, or their designees. Each of
these members shall be chosen by the organization the member represents.

The chairperson of the Ohio expositions commission, or the chairperson's designee;
Three persons who shall be appointed by the director, each of whom shall serve as a
member of a board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society
organized under section 1711.01 or 1711.02 of the Revised Code.

Not more than three additional members appointed at the option of the director.

Members are not compensated.




Additional notes

The Division of Animal Health within the Ohio Department of Agriculture respectfully
requests the continuation of the Advisory Committee on Livestock Exhibitions.
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