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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Education Management Information System Advisory Council
	Point of Contact: Jennifer Stump, DEW Chief of Policy & Legislative Affairs
	Additional Notes: The EMIS Advisory Council includes rotating workgroups, established to address both strengths and challenges associated with different components of EMIS. Eleven workgroups have been established since the Council first began in 2018. The work of nine of these workgroups has been completed while two remain ongoing. 
 
Completed workgroups include: Career-Technical Education, Department Data Processing and Ohio District Data Exchange (ODDEX), District Software and EMIS Data Collector, EMIS Manual and Data Requirements, EMIS Professional Qualifications and Development, Framework for EMIS Professionals, Reports and Impact, Secure Data Center, and EMIS Data Elements.
 
Ongoing workgroups include: Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) Grant and Special Education.

In 2022, the Framework for EMIS Professionals workgroup helped develop a catalog of reports to assist district staff when completing EMIS reporting and data appeals. This catalog will help users more easily identify records and collections utilized for each report, where to find the report, target audience(s), the purpose of each report, the impact of the data/report, how to use the report and how often it is generated. They also collaborated with the Department on the EMIS 1.0 Framework materials which go beyond EMIS reporting rules to include information about how EMIS works, the range of district data included in EMIS data, and the roles and responsibilities associated with a variety of district personnel who work with EMIS data.
	Number of Members: EMIS Advisory Council members include Department staff and representatives of school districts and other entities that regularly interact with EMIS data. The Council currently consists of 24 members, six of them being DEW staff (with one serving as Chair and another serving as Vice-Chair).

 

Non-DEW members of the Council have a variety of roles, such as superintendents, treasurers, EMIS coordinators, Information Technology Center (ITC) staff, and State Board of Education members. The members are appointed by the Director through a nomination process. In addition to Department staff, nominees are from the following:

- Ohio Association of EMIS Professionals

- Buckeye Association of School Administrators

- Ohio Association of School Business Officials

- Ohio Association of Career-Technical Superintendents

- Information Technology Centers

- Large Urban School Districts

- Community Schools

- State Board of Education

- Other organizations as determined by the Director 

 

There is no compensation for being a member of the Council. 
	Past & Present Budget: There is currently no money being spent on this project. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: In addition to the six Department employees who serve on the Council, two DEW staff assist with leading the Council's sub-workgroups, four provide EMIS subject matter expertise, and 5% of one additional staff member's time is spent providing support to the Council and sub-workgroups. 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Education Management Information System (EMIS) is the Department of Education and Workforce's statewide data collection system for primary and secondary education. EMIS provides the data necessary to fund districts and schools, produce the Ohio School Report Cards, direct school improvement efforts, and facilitate many other Department initiatives.

 

The EMIS Advisory Council is authorized under Ohio Revised Code section 3301.0713 to make recommendations to improve EMIS and to provide a forum for communication and collaboration between DEW and parties in the field involved in collecting, reporting, and using EMIS data. The goal of the Council is to carefully analyze EMIS and gather both short- and long-term recommendations to present to the Director of Education and Workforce for consideration.



As part of the EMIS Advisory Council last year, the EMIS Data Elements workgroup reviewed current EMIS data elements to identify items no longer used or required and therefore may be deleted. This was in response to a recommendation that districts are required to report a large volume of data. The workgroup identified EMIS data elements that are not needed, are problematic to report and should be changed or clarified, or could be derived from the Department. Workgroup members also identified elements that might need to be added, as well as missing resources, reports and guidance. Department staff met with program offices to determine why each identified element is collected and whether it is required by law or administrative rule or is needed to inform a program or to develop policies. As a result of the discussions, a number of elements were identified to be deleted, streamlined or clarified. Several EMIS changes were entered to make these updates.


