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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Backflow Advisory Board
	Point of Contact: Abby Schafer, Legislative Director 
	Additional Notes: 
	Number of Members: In accordance with section 3703.21 of the Revised Code, the Board is made up of not more than ten members. At present, seven positions are filled on the Board and there are three vacancies. Of the three vacancies, two are discretionary positions that may be filled if the Superintendent elects to do so. The Division is working to find a suitable individual to fill the third vacancy that is not discretionary. The Superintendent has appointed the representative from the plumbing section of the Division as the chairperson for the board’s meetings. 

Board members are not compensated for their participation on the Board aside from the costs of attendance at the four quarterly meetings.


	Past & Present Budget: Given the fact that the Board’s responsibilities extend only to advising the Superintendent regarding testing and certification of backflow technicians, the Board’s budget is limited only to the members’ costs in attending board meetings. It is the Division, not the Board, that is ultimately responsible for administering the backflow technician certification program required by section 3703.21 of the Revised Code. As such, the Board itself generates no revenue and the costs associated with the no more than ten board members attending four meetings a year and covering the costs of mileage for their attendance results in a negligible budget being required. Any revenue needed to support the costs for board member attendance is derived from funds generated by the Division’s operations, including the Division’s administration of the backflow technician certification program. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Backflow Advisory Board has four regularly scheduled meetings that are held at the offices of the Division each year: one meeting held each quarter. At these meetings, the Board reviews applications submitted for new backflow technicians. The Board also hears complaints involving certified backflow technicians as well as any allegations of unlicensed individuals performing work that would otherwise be subject to the requirement of holding a backflow technician certification. The Board also considers any matters where the Superintendent has requested advice from the Board, including proposed rule amendments and interpretive questions. 

Although the Superintendent will consider the Board’s advice on various matters, it is ultimately the Superintendent, and, thereby, the Division that has responsibility for administering the backflow technician certification program under section 3703.21 of the Revised Code. As such, it is the Superintendent and Division that certifies backflow technicians and renewals of such certifications. The Superintendent, however, considers the Board’s recommendation(s) as to an applicant’s qualification to obtain a backflow technician certificate.

The Board itself is made up of not more than ten members. R.C. 3703.21(A). At present, seven positions are filled, and three positions remain vacant. Two of the three vacant positions, however, are discretionary positions. See id. While various employees of the Division provide some degree of administrative support to the Board, three employees have primary responsibility for supporting the Board’s activities. First, the Chair of the Board is employed by the Division as its Plumbing Inspector Supervisor. Two other employees are focused on assisting the Division and its related administrative boards in administering various occupational licensing programs, including Manufactured Home Park operator and installer licenses, backflow technician certification, and elevator mechanic and contractor licensing, which is a new program in the process of being introduced this year under Chapter 4785. of the Revised Code. 

Over the past three years, the Board has processed an average of roughly 450 initial applications for backflow technician certifications annually. The Division issues three classes of backflow technician certificate. In 2023, 934 certificates were renewed. 


	Primary Purpose & Goals: The primary purpose of the Backflow Advisory Board (the “Board”) is to advise the Superintendent of Industrial Compliance on matters pertaining to the training and certification of backflow technicians. R.C. 3703.21(A). The Board’s goals and objectives include providing advice to the Superintendent to ensure he or she is properly informed on matters pertaining to the certification of backflow technicians as required by section 3703.21 of the Revised Code, including whether an applicant has sufficient education, training, and experience to be approved to sit for the backflow technician examination and, thereby, qualify to become a certified backflow technician. By doing so, the Board helps to keep the water supply safe by ensuring isolation backflow prevention devices are properly installed, repaired, and tested. 

It should be noted that the Division of Industrial Compliance (the “Division”) has jurisdiction over “isolation” backflow prevention devices. R.C. 3703.21(D). The Division, however, has no jurisdiction over “containment” backflow prevention devices. “‘Isolation backflow prevention device’ means a device for the prevention of the backflow of liquids, solids, or gases that is regulated by the building code adopted pursuant to section 3781.10 of the Revised Code and rules adopted pursuant to this section.” R.C. 3703.21(G)(1). Whereas a ‘[c]ontainment backflow prevention device’ means a device for the prevention of the backflow of liquids, solids, or gases that is installed by the supplier of, or as a requirement of, any public water system as defined in division (A) of section 6109.01 of the Revised Code.” R.C. 3703.21(G)(2). 




