Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Holocaust and Genocide Memorial and Education Commissic
Agency Name

Andrea Brookover, Executive Director
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Commission was established by ORC 197 to take inventory of statewide
Holocaust and genocide memorial and education programs and initiatives, propose
programming to fill initiative gaps, and make these programs accessible across the
state. Statute directed responsibilities also include securing recognition of the
contributions of Holocaust and genocide survivors and liberators, making their stories
accessible for educational purposes; partnering with public and private organizations
that serve survivors, veterans, and liberators; advising and educating the governor,
general assembly, and state departments and agencies regarding the nature,
magnitude, and priorities of Holocaust and genocide memorial and education, and
develop policies and programs to address those needs; and providing resources for
schools to teach effectively about the Holocaust and genocide.

Goals and objectives for FY24-25 are:
1. Provide accessible Holocaust and genocide education to every Ohio student
a. Develop Ohio-specific K-12 curricula
b. Offer field trip funding
2. Connect educators to quality programming and resources
a. Support the development of K-12 teacher training courses
b. Provide scholarships for educators to attend certificate coursework
c. Offer travel funding for professional development opportunities
3. Collect testimonies for genocide survivors living in Ohio
a. Create a catalog of recorded testimony that is accessible to the public
b. Invite all Ohio genocide survivors and veterans from operations to eliminate
genocide to share their stories
4. Develop recurring public Holocaust and genocide memorial events
a. Partner with communities to establish memorial events in all Ohio counties
b. Engage communities in meaningful conversations about the impact of the
Holocaust and genocide

5. Educate public officials about the Holocaust and other genocides
a (Croate recniircee and nroaramminag far ctate and local elected officiale




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

After the Commission's establishment in December 2020, the first full time Executive
Director was hired in June 2022 to stand up the Commission and lead the Board through
its inaugural strategic planning process, which was informed by the FY24-25 biennial
budget legislation in HB33. With the passing of HB33 in June 2023, the Commission's
budget increased by 350%. The budget legislation designated 6 specific earmarks for
this funding, which are defined in the goals and objectives in the questionnaire response
above.

In order to execute these earmarked initiatives, 2 additional full time staff were hired in
September 2023- Director of Education, who leads the Commission's education
programs (Goals 1-3 in the above response), and Outreach Coordinator, who manages
the Commission's marketing and communications platforms including social media and
website in support of the Commission's operations. The Executive Director works directly
with state elected officials and the Governor's office to advise regarding policy and
programs related to Holocaust and genocide education and commemoration and leads
staff in planning and budget preparation. Anticipated future workload for the above staff
includes survivor and veteran testimony recording and planning statewide genocide
commemorations, which have been designated for further development in FY25.

The Commission will be adding a part time administrative assistant position in FY25 to
support grant administration for K-12 field trips and educator professional development.
Once this position is hired, the staff will total 4: 3 FTE, 1 PT.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Commission was first funded by the state GRF in FY22 and 23 budget: $400,000
total ($200,000 per FY) as a line item in Ohio History Connection GRF appropriation.

FY24 and 25 Budget: $1,825,000 total ($985,000 in FY24; $840,000 in FY25) as a line
item in Ohio History Connection GRF appropriation.

Currently, the state budget is the sole source of funding for the Commission. However,
in FY24, the Commission has been gifted a total of $3,971 from private donations and
grant sources. These donations have been re-granted to Commission partners for
Holocaust and genocide education programs.

The proposed budget request for FY26-27 will be informed by the disbursement of
funding related the earmarks in the FY24-25 budget. It is anticipated that this upcoming
request will total $1.4 million ($700,000 for each FY26 and FY27).




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Commission board consists of 15 members: 8 members appointed by the

Governor, 2 members of the House of Representatives, 2 members of the Senate and

3 nonvoting ex-officio members (Director of Education and Workforce; Chancellor of
Higher Education; Director of Veterans Services).

Members of the Commission serve without compensation, but are reimbursed for
expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.
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Goals and objectives for FY24-25 are: 

    1. Provide accessible Holocaust and genocide education to every Ohio student

           a. Develop Ohio-specific K-12 curricula 

           b. Offer field trip funding

    2. Connect educators to quality programming and resources

           a. Support the development of K-12 teacher training courses 

           b. Provide scholarships for educators to attend certificate coursework 

           c. Offer travel funding for professional development opportunities

    3. Collect testimonies for genocide survivors living in Ohio

           a. Create a catalog of recorded testimony that is accessible to the public 

           b. Invite all Ohio genocide survivors and veterans from operations to eliminate 

                genocide to share their stories

    4. Develop recurring public Holocaust and genocide memorial events

           a. Partner with communities to establish memorial events in all Ohio counties 

           b. Engage communities in meaningful conversations about the impact of the 

                Holocaust and genocide

    5. Educate public officials about the Holocaust and other genocides

           a. Create resources and programming for state and local elected officials




