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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Broadcast Educational Media Commission
	Point of Contact: Geoffrey A. Phillips, Executive Director
	Additional Notes: 
	Number of Members: BEMC's governing board includes 11 Ohio residents who are voting members. Among the 11 are the Director of Education & Workforce and the Chancellor of Higher Education. The Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker of the House each appoint three members to complete the 11 member governing group. 

Members of the commission serve without compensation. The members who are representatives of the public can be reimbursed, pursuant to Office of Budget and Management guidelines, for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official duties.

The Commission generally schedules four meetings each year. 
	Past & Present Budget: In FY24 BEMC received $4,108,000 for operating expenses to cover all operational costs of the Joint Master Control, video conferencing, and administration functions. 
 
Additionally, subsidies for public TV, Radio, Radio Reading Services, and multimedia grants equaled $3,909,000. The Statehouse News Bureau received $383,000 and Ohio Government Telecommunications (The Ohio Channel) received $2,233,000 A total of $6,525,000 in subsidy funds. 
 
In total, BEMC received $10,633,000 in General Revenue Funds in FY24. Subsidies to public media constitute nearly 61% of the total of GRF, while BEMC operating expenses are 39%. 
 
Commission members seeking reimbursement for travel and expenses is usually $450-$600 per meeting with four meetings a year scheduled. 
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: BEMC, a service organization,  provides Joint Master Control (JMC) and content distribution services to Ohio's eight public TV stations, as well as providing financial support to Ohio's public broadcasting partners.

These services are essential to the station affiliates and play a vital role in ensuring access to desired educational television programming and learning opportunities for all Ohio citizens and students. BEMC provides financial assistance to the Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Government Telecommunications (the Ohio Channel), Ohio's 11 public TV and 15 primary public radio stations, and six radio reading services for the visually impaired across the state.

BEMC currently has 21 full-time members, with all but four (4) employees dedicated solely to the distribution of educational broadcast television across Ohio. BEMC's Joint Master Control is a 24 hour a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year operation with three staff members assigned each to one of three shifts. In addition, engineering staff is on stand-by during off hours, weekends, and holidays to address critical needs. 

Staff time for BEMC Commission meetings is normally 18-24 hours per meeting.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Broadcast Educational Media Commission is an independent agency established by the Ohio Revised Code to advance education and accelerate the learning of the citizens of this state through public educational broadcasting services.  

According to Ohio Revised Code Section 3353.02, the commission shall:
1.   Provide leadership and support in extending the knowledge of the citizens of this state by promoting access to and use of educational broadcasting services, including educational television and radio, and radio reading services; and
2.   Administer programs to provide financial and other assistance to educational television and radio and radio reading services.

Specifically, ORC 3353.04 authorizes that the Broadcast Educational Media Commission to perform the following functions:
1.   Promote accessibility through broadcasting services of educational products aligned with the statewide academic standards, adopted by the state board pursuant to section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, for school districts, community schools, and other entities serving grades kindergarten through twelve; 
2.   Own or operate transmission facilities and interconnection facilities, or contract for transmission facilities and interconnection facilities, for an educational television, radio, or radio reading service network; 
3.   Establish standards for interconnection facilities used by the commission in the transmission of educational television, radio, or radio reading service programming; 
4.   Enter into agreements with noncommercial educational television or radio broadcasting stations or radio reading services for the operation of the interconnection; 
5.   Enter into agreements with noncommercial educational television or radio broadcasting stations or radio reading services for the production and use of educational television, radio, or radio reading service programs to be transmitted by the educational telecommunications network; 
6.   Execute contracts and other agreements necessary and desirable to carry out the purposes of this chapter and other duties prescribed to the commission by law or authorize the executive director of the commission to execute such contracts and agreements on the commission's behalf;       
7.   Act as consultant with educational television and educational radio stations and radio reading services toward coordination within the state of the distribution of federal funds that may become available for equipment for educational broadcasting or radio reading services; 
8.   Make payments to noncommercial Ohio educational television or radio broadcasting stations or radio reading services to sustain the operation of such stations or services;       
9.   In consultation with participants in programs administered by the commission, establish guidelines governing purchasing and procurement that facilitate the timely and effective implementation of such programs; 
10. In consultation with participants in programs administered by the commission, consider the efficiency and cost savings of statewide procurement prior to allocating and releasing funds for such programs; 
11. In consultation with participants in programs administered by the commission, establish a systems support network to facilitate the timely implementation of the programs and other projects and activities for which the commission provides assistance.


