Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio Water Resources Council, Coordinating & Advisory Grot
Agency Name

Danielle Giannantonio, Legislative Liaison, (
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Water Resources Council provides a forum for policy development,
collaboration and coordination and strategic direction with respect to state water
resource programs among nine state agencies and commissions and the Governor's
Office. Authority for the Council is established under the Ohio Revised Code section
1521.19, which became effective July 1, 2001.

ORC section 1521.19 specifies that the Council shall be assisted in its functions by an
State Agency Coordinating Committee and Advisory Group.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Council consists ten members: six agency directors, three members representing
the Ohio Public Works Commission, Ohio Water Development Authority, Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio and an executive assistant in the Governor's Office.

The Advisory Group consists of twenty-four members, each representing an organization
or entity with an interest in water resource issues. The Council appoints the members of
the Advisory Group for two-year terms. The Advisory Group advises the Council on
water resources addressed by the Council.

The State Agency Coordinating Group consists of the Executive Director of the Ohio
Lake Erie Commission and a member from each state agency, commission and authority
represented on the Council, to be appointed by the applicable Director, Chairperson or
Executive Director. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is represented on the
Group by the Chief of the Division of Surface Water and the Chief of the Division of
Drinking and Ground Water as specified in ORC 1521.19.

A total of one-quarter of a full-time equivalent (0.25 FTE) of staff is needed to operate
the Council. Support for coordination of Council, Advisory and Coordinating Groups is
provided by the Ohio Water Resources Council administrator with these duties currently
assigned to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Ohio Water Resources Council Fund, Fund 4X8, is managed by the Department of
Natural Resources as directed by ORC 1521.19. The departments of Agriculture,
Development Services, Environmental Protection, Health, Natural Resources and

Transportation transfer moneys to the Fund in equal amounts via intrastate transfer
vouchers.

Advisory Group members are eligible to be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties. No Advisory Group members have requested mileage
reimbursement for travel to meetings in Columbus in the last five years. No other costs
have been incurred by Advisory Group members.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

ORC section 1521.19 specifies that the Advisory Group of the Ohio Water Resources
Council shall consist of not more than twenty-four members.

They receive no compensation for their service other than expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.




Additional notes

We believe that codification of coordination and collaboration among the respective
state agencies and commissions involved in water resource programs is no longer
essential to the process. Out of the three groups, the Coordinating Group has been the
most successful in achieving the intentions of the Task Force. Given this, we believe a
less formalized non-legislative approach for this group will still ensure successful
inter-agency coordination while receiving input from all interested stakeholders.

It is Ohio EPA's recommendation that Ohio Water Resources Council, State Agency
Coordinating Group and Advisory Group all be sunset by the Sunset Review
Committee. The request to have the Council and both groups sunsetted has been
discussed with all respective agencies and commissions.
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