Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio War Orphans Scholarship Board

Agency Name

Steve Ewing (614) 644-0893
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio War Orphans Scholarship Board is established by Ohio Revised Code
Section 5910.02 to review and approve applications for the Ohio War Orphans
Scholarship from students with a veteran parent who has been killed in action or
severely disabled due to a service connected condition during a period of wartime
service. The Board ensures the State of Ohio lives up to its historical and statutory
obligation to support access to higher education for the children of those who have
sacrificed so much of themselves in military service to the United States.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5910

https://ohiohighered.org/ohio-war-orphans




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Board receives clerical and other assistance from the Chancellor of the Department
of Higher Education as provided for in Ohio Revised Code Section 5910.02. The
Department of Higher Education employs 1 full-time employee who reviews incoming
applications and prepares recommendations to the Board for approval based on funding
provided to the Ohio War Orphans Scholarship through the state General Revenue
Fund. The work to review applications, prepare the recommendations for Board review,
and ensure students and institutions are informed of the Board results is very intensive
from the months of May to August each year during which 99%-100% of the duties (40
hours per week) of the ODHE staff member are devoted to that task alone. For the
remaining 8 months of the year, War Orphans Scholarship work for this staff member
typically involves 50% (20 hours per week) of their duties and is focused on university
coordination, student services, and constituent inquiries. During the "off-season" time,
this staff member also has duties related to the administration of the Safety Officer
Memorial Scholarship and the John R. Justice Federal Loan Repayment Program. The
Department of Higher Education typically receives between 300-350 new applications
each fiscal year to review. Of those, typically 20-30 are determined as not meeting the
minimum military service, disability, or residency requirements of ORC Chapter 5910.
Including new applications, 920 total scholarships will be provided to students in FY2016
(2015-2016 academic year). Returning students who are continuously enrolled do not
have to reapply for the scholarship each year, but they must be enrolled as a full-time
student and maintain satisfactory academic progress. Students may receive a maximum
of 5 academic years of scholarship support (ORC 5910.05).

The Ohio Department of Veterans Services retains the responsibility of scheduling the
annual Board meeting and securing appointments to the Board when necessary. Time
committed to those tasks is negligible and is performed by administrative staff.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Ohio War Orphans Scholarship Board is provided a line item budget from the
General Revenue Fund. 100% of the money provided in the line item is used to fund
the actual scholarships. Previous budgets, such as for FY2015, provided $5.5 million.
In HB64 (131st General Assembly) the Governor and General Assembly provided
$6,835,710 for FY2016 to fund 920 total scholarships and have budgeted $7,124,141
for FY2017 in line item 235504 to ensure that scholarships for the children of killed and
severely disabled veterans would be funded at 100% for tuition at a University System
of Ohio public institution. Students attending private higher education institutions will
be awarded $5667 during FY2016 (2015-2016 academic year). The most recently
available information indicates 69% of War Orphans students attend a public four-year
school, 15% attend a public two-year school, 13% attend a private non-profit institution,
and 2%-3% attend a proprietary institution.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

As stipulated by Ohio Revised Code Section 5910.02, the Ohio War Orphans
Scholarship Board consists of 8 members as follows:
- The Chancellor of the Department of Higher Education or designee
- The Director of the Department of Veterans Services or designee
- One member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker
- One member of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate
- Four members appointed by the Governor from among the following organizations:
- American Legion (AL)
- Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
- Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
- American Veterans (AMVETS)

No compensation is provided to members of the Ohio War Orphans Scholarship Board
for their activities in support of the Board though they may be reimbursed by ODVS for
expenses incurred to attend the meeting.

The Board has the appropriate size and membership to effectively review, discuss, and
approve student applications, award amounts, and other matters concerning the War
Orphans Scholarship.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5910.02




Additional notes

Eligibility for the Ohio War Orphans Scholarship is stipulated in three sections of Ohio Revised Code Chapter 5910:

ORC 5910.03: Eligibility for children of active duty veterans killed or severely disabled during a time of war.
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5910.03

ORC 5910.031: Eligibility for children of National Guard or Reserve veterans who are killed or permanently disabled
while attending training or serving at the order of the President or the Governor.
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5910.031

ORC 5910.032: Eligibility for the children of veterans who have been declared missing in action or a prisoner of
war.
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5910.032
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