Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Utility Radiological Safety Board
Agency Name

Andrew W. Bowsher, Legislative Liaison
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Utility Radiological Safety (URSB) was established by the Ohio General Assembly as part
of Am. Sub. HB No. 111 in July of 1989. The Board's purpose, as enacted in the Ohio Revised
Code Chapter 4937, is to develop a comprehensive policy for the state regarding nuclear power
safety. The URSB's objectives are to promote safe, reliable, and economical power and
recommend policies and practices that promote safety, performance, emergency preparedness,
and public health standards that are designed to meet Ohio's needs.

The URSB is composed of the Chairperson of the Public Utilities Commission, the Director of
Environmental Protection, the Director of Health, the Director of Agriculture, the Executive
Director of the Emergency Management Agency, and the Director of Commerce, or their
designees each of whom shall be an employee of the member agency of the board member for
whom the person is a designee.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The URSB meets on a quarterly basis for approximately two hours to review the reports
of members agencies, receive briefings from representatives of the FirstEnergy Nuclear
Operating Company (FENOC), the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on issues relating to nuclear power in
Ohio. The URSB does not have a dedicated staff of its own, but receives support from
the staff of the member agencies. Member agencies compile quarterly reports on their
activities which are distributed and reviewed at the URSB meeting. The support for the
meetings is primarily provided by staff of the Ohio Emergency Management Agency.
This consists of support from an administrative professional for the copying and
organization of the meeting materials, taking of meeting minutes, arranging for room
set-up, arranging for the meeting to be recorded, and arranging for public notification of
the meeting. The Ohio Emergency Management Agency Radiological Branch maintains
the records and correspondence associated with the URSB.

Additionally, an annual report on the URSB's activities is compiled by the Ohio
Emergency Management Agency's Radiological Branch. This report is reviewed and
approved by the URSB, and then submitted to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

It is anticipated the workload of the URSB will remain unchanged.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The URSB does not have its own funding source. It's work is accomplished using the
staff and resources of its member agencies. Four of these agencies (Ohio Department
of Agriculture, Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, and
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency) negotiate biennially with FENOC for funding of
their nuclear power plant emergency response activities as stipulated in 4937.05 of the
Ohio Revised Code. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio and Ohio Department of
Commerce do not receive funding from FENOC since this would be a potential conflict
of interest with their regulatory roles.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

There are six members of the URSB; the Chairperson of the Public Utilities Commission, the
Director of Environmental Protection, the Director of Health, the Director of Agriculture, the
Executive Director of the Emergency Management Agency, and the Director of Commerce, or
their designees.

Members of the board and their designees do not receive compensation from the board but can
receive all ordinary and necessary expenses incurred in performance of board business,
including actual travel expenses. All such expenses are paid by the agency of which the
individual board member or designee is an officer or employee.

The board may call to its assistance, temporarily, with the consent of the member agency, any
employee of a member agency to conduct studies, examinations, and investigations for the
board or prepare any report required or authorized by this chapter. The employee shall receive
no compensation, but shall receive all ordinary and necessary expenses incurred in performance
of such duties, including actual travel expenses. All such expenses shall be paid by the member
agency.




Additional notes

It is respectfully recommended that the Utility Radiological Safety Board be reauthorized.
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