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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Council on Unreclaimed Strip Mined Lands -- ORC 1513.29
	Point of Contact: Erik Mikkelson, ODNR Legislative Liaison
	Additional Notes: ODNR values the work of the Council, but feels that the same level of input can be offered to the Department through a less formalized and bureaucratic process.       Therefore, ODNR recommends that the Council be sunset by the Sunset Review Committee.  We are committed to maintaining the same level of communication and engagement between the Department and these valuable stakeholders, but in a more efficient manner.          
	Number of Members: The Council consists of eleven members:  the Chief of the Division of Mineral Resources Management, four persons appointed by the Director of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, one member of the House appointed by the Minority Leader of the House, two members of the Senate appointed by the Senate President, and one member of the Senate appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate.  The Council shall hold meetings as necessary at the call of the chairperson or a majority of the members.  Additionally, the Council shall annually elect from among its members a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and a secretary to keep a record of its proceedings. Members receive no compensation for their work on the Council; only reimbursements for necessary expenses.    
	Past & Present Budget: Per ORC, Council members are eligible for reimbursement of necessary expenses related to their work on the Council.  Past year expenditures, which covered mileage reimbursements, totaled $101.40.  Reimbursements are allocated out of Fund 0529, which is the unreclaimed lands fund line item. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: Six staff members from ODNR's Division of Mineral Resources Management are utilized to facilitate the Council.  All of these staff members attend to Council responsibilities in addition to their regular duties.  Approximately 120 hours of staff time are used in preparation for each of the Council's meetings.  This preparation is particularly time intensive as it includes the compilation of proposed Abandoned Mine Lands projects, of which the expenditures are to be voted on by the Council.     
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Council on Undreclaimed Strip Mined Lands was established by law in 2000 to advise and make recommendations to ODNR's Chief of the Division of Mineral Resources Management concerning the number of acres, locations, ownership, condition, environmental damage resulting from the condition, cost of acquiring, reclaiming, and possible future uses and value of eroded lands within the state, including land affected by strip mining for which no cash is held in the reclamation forfeiture fund in section 1513.18 of the ORC.   Additionally, the Council has the approval authority of expenditures from the unreclaimed lands fund for reclamation projects that are within the boundaries of project areas approved by the Council.  Once approved by the Council, the Chief of the Division of Mineral Resources Management can then make those expenditures with the approval of the Director of ODNR.  


