Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Straight A Program Governing Board
Agency Name

Brad Ingraham, Legislative Liaison, ODE
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Straight A Program Governing Board awards competitive grants to educational
entities to implement projects designed to increase student achievement, reduce
spending, direct more resources to the classroom, and/or create efficiencies through
shared services. Eligible grant recipients are school districts and public schools,
educational service centers, education consortia, higher education institutions, and
partnering private or governmental entities. The Board works with advisors with fiscal
and education expertise to evaluate the grant applications.

The Board issues an annual report on the Straight A Program, detailing the types of
grants awarded, grant recipients, and the program's effectiveness.

The Straight A Program Governing Board was originally created in H.B. 59, the main
operating budget for FY 2014 and 2015, and was recently continued in H.B. 64 for the
2016-2017 fiscal biennium.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

Full-time staff 4
Other Department of Education staff 8

During the first two rounds of the grant (FY14-FY15), Ohio Department of Education
(ODE) staff worked with the Straight A Program Governing Board to develop guidelines
for the application process and award grant funds. The Board received support from the
program, data management, legal, and legislative offices in order to award grants. The
Board also received information from staff regarding the scoring of applications and data
produced by the grant recipients. The above-mentioned staff spend 15-20 hours a week
collecting and analyzing data in preparation for Governing Board meetings. Program

staff also update the Board on the grant progress as needed, approximately 8 hours a
month.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

In the previous biennium (FY14-15), the Straight A Fund was appropriated $250 million
out of the Lottery Profits Education Fund to make awards to schools and educational
consortia across the state. All expenses incurred by the Department outside of the
actual grants were supported with General Revenue Funds. These expenses include,
but are not limited to, the creation of the grant program and IT systems; communication
and training; grant application and scoring process; grant monitoring and program
evaluation; as well as program administration and Board operations. Two rounds of
applications occurred in the previous biennium, where more than 900 applications were
submitted, scored, and reviewed, and 61 grants were awarded, monitored, and
evaluated.

The administrative cost of the program over the biennium was approximately $1.8
million. In the current biennium (FY16-17), the General Assembly appropriated $15
million each year in non-GRF funds to make awards. For FY16, 139 applications were
received and 20 grants awarded. With fewer applicants and associated expenses
anticipated in the current biennium, an estimated $1 million in General Revenue Funds
will be committed to running the program over two years.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Board has nine members, consisting of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
four Governor appointees, two House appointees, and two Senate appointees.

Members are not compensated.




Additional notes

ODE recommends that the Straight A Program Governing Board be continued.
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