
1 
 

 
 

Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Soil & Water Conservation Commission -- ORC 1515.02
	Point of Contact: Brittney Colvin, ODNR Legislative Director
	Additional Notes: Effective January 1, 2016 in accordance with Am. Sub. House Bill 64, all programs and staff related to ODNR soil and water conservation will been transferred to the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) as the new Division of Soil and Water Conservation.  With that transfer, the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will also fall under the purview of ODA.  The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission has been a valuable resource for the state in supporting Ohio's efforts to provide leadership and services that enable Ohioans to conserve, protect, and enhance soil, water, and land resources.  ODA supports the continuation of the vital role fulfilled by this Commission and recommends that the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission be retained by the Sunset Review Committee.      
	Number of Members: The Commission consists of seven members of equal status and authority, six of whom are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the senate, and one of whom is designated by resolution of the board of directors of the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Of the seven appointed members, four must have a knowledge of or interest in agricultural production and the natural resources of the state. One member shall represent rural interests and one member shall represent urban interests.   The directors of agriculture, environmental protection, and natural resources; the vice-president for agricultural administration of the Ohio State University;  and an officer of the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, or their designees, serve as ex officio members of the Commission, but without the power to vote.  Terms of office of the member designated by the board of directors of the Federation and the members appointed by the Governor shall be for four years.  Not more than three of the appointed members shall be of the same political party.   The Commission holds regular quarterly meetings and has a chairman and vice-chairman.  All meetings are open to the public.   Members receive no compensation for their work on the Commission; only reimbursements. 
	Past & Present Budget: OSWCC members serve without compensation but are reimbursed for mileage and travel expenses related to meetings.  From October 2014 - October 2015, a total of $2,804 was spent in reimbursements to the members.  Reimbursements are allocated out of Fund 1550 / ALI 725601, which is the Departmental Projects line item.  Funds in this line item cover various operating costs associated with projects performed by numerous ODNR divisions and offices.   
	Past & Anticipated Workload: Every year at the July meeting, the OSWCC determines the allocation of state matching funds to all county soil and water conservation districts for the fiscal year.  Seven field staff within ODNR's Division of Soil and Water Resources visit with each SWCD on an annual basis to verify local revenue dollars upon which state match dollars are based.  The field staff also assist the OSWCC by officiating at the 88 SWCD annual supervisor elections. The Chief of the Division of Soil and Water Resources serves as the Executive Secretary of the OSWCC.  The Chief schedules upcoming meetings for the Commission, records minutes, and assists with processing reimbursements.  He is not compensated for his work on the Commission as his primary role is to manage the Division and support the Director of ODNR.  He works on tasks related to the Commission when his regular duties permit.  On average, he spends about 6 hours every meeting either making preparations or doing follow-up work, totaling approximately 24 hours per year.    Other staff from the Division of Soil and Water Resources regularly attend Commission meetings to provide updates on their program areas, such as agricultural pollution abatements as well as legislative and fiscal updates to help the Commission in their forming of recommendations.       
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission (OSWCC) was created in 1941 under chapter 1515.02 of the Ohio Revised Code. The Commission consists of seven voting members and five ex-officio members.   The principal responsibility of the OSWCC is to ensure that all Ohio counties are served by effectively administered, adequately supported soil and water conservation districts. Past and current members of the OSWCC have voluntarily contributed their time for over 65 years to support the success of local conservation programs in Ohio.   The OSWCC is responsible for:·     determining the allocation of state funds to local soil and water conservation  districts (SWCDs) and recommending the level of state and federal funds needed by districts·     informing SWCD supervisors of their powers and duties and informing them of the activities and experiences of other SWCDs seeking cooperation from state and federal agencies ·     issuing appropriate rules governing the elections of SWCD supervisors·     recommending priorities for planning and construction of small watershed projects as well as coordination of agreements with local SWCDs·     recommending  to state officials programs and legislation relative to SWCDs and their encouragement of proper soil, water, and other natural resource management    


