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Agency Name

Mark Hamlin
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Small Business Advisory Council operates in relation to the Common Sense Initiative, which was
established in 2011 and is led by Lt. Governor Mary Taylor. The Council was codified into statute at
§107.63 O.R.C. effective June 6, 2011, which directs it to “advise the governor, the lieutenant governor,
and the common sense initiative office on the adverse impact draft and existing rules might have on
small businesses.” The Council also operates pursuant to Governor John R. Kasich's Executive Order
2011-01K ,which charges the Council to “offer the Lieutenant Governor the perspectives of the small
business community and provide guidance into the mission and direction of the CSI Office.”

The mission of the CSI Office is:

“To promote an attitude in state government that recognizes the value of all stakeholders and
leads to the development and implementation of common sense state business regulations that
effectively achieve their objectives, minimize the cost and complexity of compliance, and
promote economic development.”

CSI does this by following the guiding principles that 1) Regulations should facilitate, not hinder,
economic growth; 2) Regulations should be transparent and responsive; 3) Compliance should be as easy
and inexpensive as possible; and 4) Regulations should be enforced fairly and consistently.

The Council consists of nine members, representative of small businesses that are of different sizes,
engaged in different lines of business, and located in different parts of the state. Per statute, the Council
is required to meet “at least quarterly,” although typically the Council has met five or six times per year.
The most recent meeting was April 20, 2016.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

Although required to meet at least quarterly, the Council has met more frequently than that, typically five
or six times per year, and would expect to maintain that frequency. The most recent meeting was April 20,
2016. The meetings generally start at 10:00am and run until 3:00pm, including lunch, for a total of five
hours per meeting, which equates to 25-30 hours per year. Any necessary administrative support has been
provided by the Common Sense Initiative Office. The amount of staff time spent in administrative support
of the Council is estimated to average fifteen hours per meeting, which equates to 75-90 hours per year.
Meetings that occur outside of Columbus typically require more administrative support due to
coordinating more extensive logistical requirements than those of meetings held in the Riffe Center.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Small Business Advisory Council does not have a budget or sources of funding. Any necessary
administrative support has been provided by the Common Sense Initiative Office.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

There are nine members on the Small Business Advisory Council. Ohio Revised Code §107.63 directs
that the Council be comprised of members who are representative of small businesses that are of
different sizes, engaged in different lines of business, and located in different parts of the state. The Lt.

Governor appoints five members, and the Speaker of the House and Senate President each appoint two
members.

The members do not receive compensation or reimbursement for expenses.




Additional notes

As part of its meetings, the Council has the opportunity to interact directly with Lt. Governor Taylor,
staff of the CSI Office, and the directors and senior staff of executive branch cabinet agencies. The
experience of Lt. Governor Taylor and the Common Sense Initiative Office has been that these meetings
are useful and productive in a bilateral fashion. The cabinet agencies benefit in the same manner as Lt.
Governor Taylor and CSI in meeting with and hearing directly from the small business owners.
Conversely, the Council members have the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the “why”
underlying agency programs and to offer their input as small business owners. Upon returning to their
respective local communities, the council members are able to share their understanding of the nuances
and realities of programs affecting businesses within their respective networks of business colleagues
and contacts.

To further facilitate this, the Council periodically holds meetings in communities outside of Columbus.
The most recent example of this was the SBAC meeting held in Dayton on September 29, 2015. The
local business community is encouraged to attend these meetings. They provide cabinet agency
representatives a broader audience to hear from and share with. More importantly to them, it gives the
Council members an opportunity to interact directly with local businesses to hear about the regulatory
issues weighing heaviest on their minds. For CSI, it provides local business owners the opportunity to
hear directly from fellow business owners about the efforts being made to improve Ohio's regulatory
environment without compromising public health and safety.

Through the course of fulfilling that mission, Lt. Governor Mary Taylor and CSI have found it
immensely helpful in having the unfiltered and direct perspective of the Council's nine small business
owners. It has helped illuminate regulatory hurdles and impediments that are not readily apparent in the
text of a rule, but come to light in how agencies implement and enforce it in the workplace.
Additionally, the Council is able to help Lt. Governor Taylor and CSI understand the thinking and
thought process that go through business owner's minds when interacting with the State.

Although CSI reviews agency rules for all businesses regardless of size, the impact of regulations
disproportionately affects smaller firms more than larger firms simply because smaller firms have fewer
resources. The existence of the Small Business Advisory Council provides a direct path to Lt. Governor
Mary Taylor and CSI for the concerns and perspectives of the small business community to be
communicated.
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