Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Recreation & Resources Commission -- ORC 1501.04
Agency Name

Brittney Colvin, ODNR Legislative Director
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Recreation and Resources Commission was established by law in 1963 to provide
guidance to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and is composed of
the chairpersons of other ODNR advisory councils, five appointees of the Governor

with no more than three being of the same party, and the Director of ODNR as an ex
officio member.

In addition to providing advice, the Commission also has statutory authority to approve
or disapprove changes in the purchase units for the Division of Forestry and the
Division of Parks and Recreation.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

Per ORC, the Commission shall exercise no administrative function, but may do any of
the following:
(A) Advise with and recommend to the director as to plans and programs for the
management, development, utilization, and conservation of the natural resources
of the state;
(B) Advise with and recommend to the director as to methods of coordinating the
work of the divisions of the department;
(C) Consider and make recommendations upon any matter that the director may
submit to it;
(D) Submit to the governor biennially recommendations for amendments to the
conservation laws of the state.

In addition to providing advice, the Commission also has statutory authority to approve
or disapprove changes in the purchase units for the Division of Forestry and the Division
of Parks and Recreation.

One program administrator from the Director's office serves as a facilitator to the
Commission. She assists in scheduling upcoming meetings for the Commission, drafting
agendas, handling follow-up communications, and transcribing minutes. She is not
compensated for her work with the Commission, as her primary role is to provide
administrative support to the offices of legal and legislative services and the Director.
She works on tasks related to the Commission when her regular duties permit and
spends approximately 10 hours preparing for each meeting, totaling 40 hours per year.

Additionally, ODNR's Assistant Director, Deputy Directors and Legislative Staff attend
each meeting to provide agency updates to the Commission and answer any questions
they may have.

The Commission meets quarterly. Meetings typically last 2 - 2.5 hours each and take
place at ODNR's main office in Columbus.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Members are eligible for reimbursement of direct expenses related to their work on the

Commission. Past year expenditures, which covered mileage reimbursements, totaled
$2,612.

Reimbursements are allocated out of Fund 1570 / ALI 725651 which is the Central
Support Indirect line item. This line item is used by ODNR's central offices to cover the
payroll and operating costs of ODNR's central administrative offices, including the
Director's office, finance, communications, legal counsel, and other departmental
support functions.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Commission is comprised of 14 individuals who represent the various recreational
and regulatory areas of ODNR. 9 of the 14 members of the Commission also serve as
the chairpersons of other ODNR advisory councils, including:

. the chairperson of the wildlife council

. the chairperson of the parks and recreation council

. the chairperson of the waterways safety council

. the chairperson of the Ohio soil and water conservation commission
. the chairperson of the technical advisory council on oil and gas

. the chairperson of the forestry advisory council

. the chairperson of the Ohio natural areas council

. the chairperson of the Ohio water advisory council

. the chairperson of the Ohio geology advisory council

The other 5 members are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of
the Senate. However, not more than 3 of those 5 shall belong to the same political
party. The director of ODNR serves as an ex officio member of the commission, with a
voice in its deliberations, but without the power to vote.

Terms of office of members of the commission appointed by the governor shall be for
five years.

Members receive no compensation for their services other than reimbursement for
their expenses.




Additional notes

ODNR values the work of the Recreation and Resources Commission, but feels that
the same level of input can be offered to the Department through a less formalized and
bureaucratic process. Therefore, ODNR recommends that the Recreation and
Resources Commission be sunset by the Sunset Review Committee. We are
committed to maintaining the same level of communication and engagement between
the Department and these valuable stakeholders, but in a more efficient manner.
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