Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Private Water Systems Advisory Council (PWSAC)
Agency Name

‘ Jessie Crews
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The statutory purpose of the PWSAC, as established by Section 3701.346 of the Ohio
Revised Code, is to advise the director of the Ohio Department of Health regarding the
revocation or nonrenewal of the registration of a private water systems contractor, and
to make recommendations to the Director of Health regarding the amount of surety
bonds required of private water systems contractors.



Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The PWSAC last met in 2009. When the PWSAC would regularly meet, it was
approximately two to four times per year. The number of meetings was dependent on
the number and timing of contractors identified for review by the board and whether
administrative rules were subject to review.

The members of the Council are established under ORC Section 3701.346 and include
nine members who are appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the
Senate. The Council shall consist of one pump installer or licensed plumber, one well
driller, one cable tool well driller, one general contractor with experience in private water
systems other than wells, one registered sanitarian, one health commissioner of a city or
general health district, two employees of the department of health, and one person who
is not employed by the state or any of its political subdivisions and who has no pecuniary
interest in private water systems. The members are compensated for travel expenses
only.

The Council employs no staff directly. Support to the Council is provided by ODH in the
form of: one Sanitarian Program Administrator 1 to run the council meetings, identify
agenda items for review by the council, and meeting preparation; one Sanitarian
Program Specialist 2 to provide technical support and or documentation for registration
or rule reviews; and an Office Assistant 3 to provide support for mailing notices and
preparing and distributing meeting summaries and related documentation.



Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Council has no budget or source of funding. Support staff from ODH is funded
from fees collected under the Private Water Systems Program, ORC Section 3701.377
(B) (1). When the council last met in 2009, ODH staff time support to and participation
on the Council was ranging from 30 to 50 hours.

Costs for the PWSAC are minimal and generally related to the travel expenses
reimbursed and staff support. Total costs per year for Council members' travel
reimbursement is less than $3,000 depending on the number of meetings set per year.



Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The members of the Council are established under ORC Section 3701.346 and include
nine members who are appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the
Senate. The Council shall consist of one pump installer or licensed plumber, one well
driller, one cable tool well driller, one general contractor with experience in private
water systems other than wells, one registered sanitarian, one health commissioner of
a city or general health district, two employees of the department of health, and one
person who is not employed by the state or any of its political subdivisions and who
has no pecuniary interest in private water systems. The members are compensated
for travel expenses only.



Additional notes

The PWSAC's role in providing recommendations to the director of the Ohio
Department of Health regarding the revocation or nonrenewal of the registration of a
private water systems contractor was a reactive response to a problem contractor.
Revisions to the Private Water Systems Rules have provided the Private Water
Systems Program sanitarians with the ability to take a proactive approach to resolving
problems with contractors. The department requests the Council be eliminated
because the Council’s roles and duties have been either addressed through rule
changes or through the use of direct industry involvement in the Rule Advisory
Committee as needed. The revisions to the rules now require private water systems
contractors to obtain an inspection by the Ohio Department of Health or a Local Health
District sanitarian during the construction process. These construction inspections
allow for non-compliant construction practices to be corrected and changed before the
project is completed and allows for a one-on-one educational opportunity. The role of
making recommendations to the Director of Health regarding the amount of surety
bonds required of private water systems contractors, is currently filled by industry
representatives that very actively participate in our Rule Advisory Committee meetings
when the rules are up for 5-year review. Organizations represented on the committee
are as follows: Ohio Board of Building Standards, Ohio Board of Building Standards,
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, National Drillers Association, U.S. EPA, Office of
Research and Development, Ohio Township Association, Local Health District
At-Large, Ohio EPA, Tangent Company, Ohio Environmental Health Association, Ohio
Water Quality Association, University of Waterloo, Ohio Water Quality Association,
Ohio Water Well Association, Ohio Environmental Health Association NW District, Ohio
Environmental Health Association NE District, Ohio Environmental Health Association
SW District, Ohio Environmental Health Association SE District, Association of Ohio
Health Commissioners, Ohio Home Builders Association, Ohio Association of Realtors,
Ohio State University.
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