Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, Ohio Power Siting Board
Agency Name

Patrick Donlon, PUCO Director of Rates & A
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) is responsible for reviewing requests for certificates and issuing
certificates of environmental compatibility and public need for certain major facilities, including electric

generation facilities, certain types of electric transmission lines and certain types of natural gas
pipelines.

Both public and local government participation is highly encouraged and provides valuable input
through the process.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

Workflow is largely dependent on incoming applications; however, applications over the last three years

have been on the rise as many electric infrastructure projects are being developed. Seventy-four projects
were filed with the OPSB in 2014, 77 in 2013 and 68 in 2012.

Dedicated total staff: 10 (additional support staff available as required)




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Standard expenses are tracked hourly and billed on a per project basis. Staff time dedicated to each
project is tracked and additional expenses may be assessed to the project developer on an ongoing
basis.

Project developers applying for certificates through the OPSB directly fund staff resources working to
review their project. A developer provides a deposit with its application based on the nature of the
project.

Agency directors serving as OPSB members receive no compensation. Public members and members of
the General Assembly receive a per diem rate established by statute (Department of Administrative
Services pay rate 32, step 1 = $10.01/hour).

Adjusted appropriations for Fiscal Year 2015: $641,618.

Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2016: $581,618.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The OPSB is made up of 11 members -- seven voting members and four non-voting members.
Members of the OPSB include the PUCO chairman, the directors, or designee, of the Development
Services Agency, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the Ohio departments of Health, Natural
Resources, Agriculture, and one public member appointed by the Governor. Also two members of
each the Ohio House of Representatives and the Ohio Senate serve as non-voting members. The
makeup of this board provides valuable expertise and effective governance in the review process.

Public members and members of the General Assembly receive a per diem rate established by statute
(Department of Administrative Services pay rate 32, step 1 = $10.01/hour).

Per diem expense for Fiscal Year 2014: $4,042.94

Per diem expense for Fiscal Year 2015: $6,255.92




Additional notes
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