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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Parks and Recreation Council -- ORC 1541.40
	Point of Contact: Brittney Colvin, ODNR Legislative Director
	Additional Notes: Since the council has neither formed any overarching goals and objectives for how to best support the Division, nor offered any substantial guidance or recommendations in the areas set forth in Revised Code, ODNR recommends that the Ohio Parks and Recreation Council be sunset by the Sunset Review Committee. 
 
ODNR remains committed to maintaining an open line of communication with our parks stakeholders, especially those who currently serve on the council to meet our mission of enhancing the quality of life through exceptional outdoor recreational experiences and sound resource management.  We value their input, and want to continue this productive dialogue, but prefer that it be done through a less formalized and bureaucratic process.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Number of Members: The council consists of seven members appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. One of the members represents municipal parks, one represents metropolitan park districts, one represents conservancy districts, one represents soil and water conservation districts, one represents private recreational facilities, and two represent the public. Each serves a three-year term and not more than four are permitted from the same political party. The council is required to hold at least one regular meeting each quarter and has a chairperson and a vice-chairperson. All meetings are open to the public.
 
 
Members receive no compensation for their work on the Council; only reimbursements.
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: Per ORC, Council members are eligible for reimbursement of direct expenses related to their work on the Council.  For the June and August 2015 meetings, a total of $507 was spent in reimbursements to the members, predominantly for mileage but also for meals and lodging.
 
 
Reimbursements are allocated out of GRF / ALI 730321 which is the Division of Parks and Recreation line item.  Funds in this line item are used primarily for payroll, supplies and maintenance expenses. 
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The council had not met for the past three years, so recent past workload is difficult to provide.  
 
The council has met three times since June 2015.  Currently, there are five members appointed to the council.  At all three meetings, Division of Parks staff provided departmental updates and answered follow-up questions from the members.  Futhermore, members asked how they can be of help to the Division and sought guidance as to what their goals should be as a council.
 
 
 
The Chief of the Division of Parks acts as secretary to the council.  In addition, any technical, legal, or other services required by the council in the performance of its official duties must be furnished by Division staff.
 
The Chief's administrative assistant helps the Chief by serving as a facilitator to the Council.  This staff member schedules upcoming meetings for the Council, records minutes, and assists with processing reimbursements.  She is not compensated for her work on the Council, as her primary role is to assist the Chief with day-to-day duties of the Division.  She works on tasks related to the Council when her regular duties permit.  On average, she spends about 8 hours every meeting either making preparations or doing follow-up work,  thus far totaling approximately 24 hours.  
 
 
Other staff from the Division of Parks have attended the last three Council meetings to provide updates on their program areas, such as specific state parks, marketing, and fiscal.
 
 
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Parks and Recreation Council was established by law to advise and make recommendations to the Chief of the Division of Parks and Recreation in the areas of development, formulation and creation of policies, planning, programming, financing, and park acquisitions.
 
The council members are appointed by the Governor with one member representing each of the following areas: municipal parks, metropolitan park districts, conservancy districts, soil and water conservation districts, private recreational facilities; and two members are representatives of the general public. 
 


