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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Optical Dispensers Board
	Point of Contact: Nancy Manns, Executive Director
	Additional Notes: The Optical Dispensers Board is the only agency in the state of Ohio that has authority to issue Cease and Desist orders to entities that are illegally dispensing contact lenses; i.e. colored contacts that have no power (plano) without a prescription from an Doctor.
This is especially prevalent around Halloween.
The Board works with Prevent Blindness Ohio to spread the word to the citizens of Ohio, especially young teenagers about the harm of wearing contact lenses without the benefit of an examination and fitting by a licensed eye care professional.
	Number of Members: The Board itself consists of 9 members:
5 Opticians
 1Optometrist
 1 Ophthalmologist
 2 Consumer members
 
The Board is unique in that it has two consumer members on the Board and that only 55% of the Board consists of those in the regulated profession.
 
All members are appointed by the Governor.
 
Board members are compensated at a rate of $19.95 per hour for 8 hours of actual meeting days.  The Board meets five times/year for one-day meetings.
 
In addition, members are paid the current DAS approved state rate for jmileage which is currently lower than the federal rate.
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: The Board is self-funded through licensing and renewal fees; apprentice registration fees and renewals.  All fees are deposited into the 4K9 Fund (Occupational Licensure Fund).
No General Revenue Funds (GRF) are used to support the Board.
 
The FY '16 Budget appropriation for the Board is  $386,990.
They FY '15 budget appropriation for the Board was $373,595 
 
Increases from FY '15 to FY'16 are due to increases in wages, rent, and information technology services.
 
Revenues have consistently exceeded expenditures.  
 
Again, all revenues are deposited into the 4K90  fund.  Excess funds have been turned into the General Revenue Fund but remain in 4K9 to fund initiatives such as the new eLicensure system which is then funded as a cash transfer from 4K90 to DAS rather than a separate billing to individual licensing Boards.
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Board staff is comprised of 3 individuals who have a total of 46 years of combined experience working with the Optical Dispensers Board.  The staff is comprised of an executive director, an investigator and and administrative professional.  The experience of the staff  provides the necessary expertise  to allow the Board to function effectively and effiiciently without the need to expand the staff.
 
The Board's priorities are to maintain a knowledgeable staff; to maintain on-line licensure renewal for opticians, ocularists and apprentices; to continue to provide for five Board meetings/year.  
The Board has implemented policies that allowed the Board to decrease the number of Board meetings from six per year down to five per year without decreasing or delaying necessary processes, such as approval of continuing education programs, approval and issuance of new licenses that created a saving of approximately $1,000/year. The new policies decreased the amount of time for issuance of a completed licensure  application from 3 months to 1.3 days.  Apprentice registrations are issued within 2 days of receipt.
Because of careful budgeting and planning, the cost of the initial application was decreased from $100 down to $50.
Apprentice registrations have remained at $20 since 2012.
 
# of current licensees     3,034
# of current apprentices  1521
# of current ocularists             8
 
The Board consists of 9 Board members, of which two are consumer members.  All are appointed by the Governor.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The primary objective/mission of the Board is to protect and serve the public of Ohio by effectively and efficiently regulating the practice of opticianry and ocularistry in Ohio.
 
the Board regulates the practice of opticians, ocularists and their respective apprentices.
 
Goals:
Maintain on-line renewals; implement on-line applications in 2017.
Maintain a knowledgeable staff.
Review current law and rules to determine efficacy and efficiency.
Respond to all complaints within 2 working days.
Work with national organizations/associations to promote the professions of opticianry and ocularistry.
 
 
 
 
 
 


