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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: The Oil & Gas Commission -- ORC 1509.35
	Point of Contact: Erik Mikkelson, ODNR Legislative Liaison
	Additional Notes: The Oil & Gas Commission is a valuable tool to ODNR's Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management.  The current composition of the Commission allows for good governance, and thus, we would suggest leaving the number of appointees at five.  ODNR recommends that the Oil & Gas Commission be renewed by the Sunset Review Committee.  
	Number of Members: The Commission consists of five members appointed by the Governor.  Each member serves a term of five years.  The Commission is comprised of one public representative, one member learned and experience in oil and gas law, one geologist, one representative of major petroleum companies, and one representative of independent petroleum operators.
 
Pursuant to ORC 1509.35(D), the Oil & Gas Commission members are entitled to a per diem payment in an amount fixed by ORC 124.15.  Historically, and currently, the Commission members have not claimed their per diem pay.  The members may also be reimbursed for travel expenses, and have claimed travel reimbursement when eligible.
 
There is one staff member who attends to the Commission's administrative matters in addition to her other duties at ODNR.  She has been compensated for work done in furtherance of Commission matters, which accounts for $57,777.97 of the monies expended by the Commission in 2015.     
	Past & Present Budget: The Commission is funded by the state oil and gas regulatory fund (State Fund 5180).  Total expenditures thus far for 2015 have been $70,558.45.  The bulk of this was attributed to the salary of its single staff member.  Travel expenses have totaled $420.16.  Other monies were expended for the attendance of court reporters at Commission hearings and for general office operations.
	Past & Anticipated Workload: There has been a notable increase in the number of appeals filed over the past few years due to the recent development of the Marcellus and Utica Shale plays in Appalachian Basin.  The types of issues brought before the Commission have become more novel, complex, and challenging.  When addressing these types of issues, the hearings are likely to include the testimony of expert witnesses. Traditionally, the Oil & Gas Commission has scheduled approximately four meetings annually.  However, given the significant increase in the caseload, the Commission may need to consider enlarging its typical meeting schedule moving forward.  
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Oil & Gas Commission was created in 1965 to provide an administrative appeal process to any person claiming to be aggrieved, or adversely affected, by an order of the Chief of the Division of Oil & Gas Resources Management.  Through this appeal process, landowners, leaseholders, citizens, and oil and gas operators may seek the modification of vacation or a Chief's order.  Matters considered by the Commission concern methods, practices, and impacts association with oil and gas production, injection operations, treatment facilities and well-site reclamation.  The Commission conducts administrative hearings, and renders decisions on contests issues of law and fact.  Decisions of the Commission are appealable to the Court of Common Pleas from Franklin County.  Additionally, the Commission mediates disputes between the state and the industry.  


