
1 
 

 
 

Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: OLA - Ohioana Library Association
	Point of Contact: David Weaver, Executive Director
	Additional Notes: We believe that the State of Ohio and the Ohioana Library Association has been a collaboration that has served the people of Ohio well for 85 years.  Ours is a model of what a successful private/public partnership can be. Governor Kasich has asked that those funded by the state be efficient, creative, and innovative as they serve the taxpayers of Ohio.  The Ohioana Library has responded: ·         Full-time staff has been reduced from six in 2009 to three in 2014·         The State's share of Ohioana's operating budget has gone from 65% in 2006 to 46.5% in 2014·         We have made judicious reductions where possible without compromising our mission and core programs·         We have expanded our partnerships with agencies and non-profit organizations across the state, enabling us to provide programs and services without additional cost to the taxpayer Most important, Ohioana continues to directly serve more than 100,000 people.  And we serve ALL the people of Ohio as the caretaker of our State's literary heritage.   Thank you. 
	Number of Members: Ohioana is governed by its Board of Trustees, comprised of between 20 and 28 trustees elected by the membership and four trustees appointed by the Governor of Ohio. The First Lady of Ohio serves as an ex-officio member of the board. All board members are volunteers and serve without compensation or stipend.  
	Past & Present Budget: In FY2006, the State of Ohio's operating subsidy of $200,000 represented 65% of Ohioana's total operating income. In FY2016, the State of Ohio's operating subsidy of $155,000 will represent 46.5% of total operating income. FY2016 operating budget will be $329,550. In addition to its direct operating subsidy, Ohioana's 7,600-square feet of space is provided for by a line item of $120,114 in the State Library of Ohio budget.  Ohioana leverages its state subsidy to generate support from individuals, foundations, and organizations throughout Ohio. This includes major corporations such as Honda and Huntington Bank, the Reinberger Foundation in Cleveland, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, and the Ohio Humanities Council.  In addition to cash contributions and sponsorships, Ohioana receives more than $100,000 in donated goods and services, ranging from media coverage of events to the donation of books and other materials for our collection.     
	Past & Anticipated Workload: Ohioana has gone from a full-time staff of six prior to the Great Recession to a current full-time staff of three. We asked for and received in the FY2016-17 budget additional funding that will enable us to increase staffing by one-half FTE. Specifically, we asked for funding to help hire additional help in fundraising, since Ohioana leverages its state subsidy to generate support from throughout the state. Our current staff consists of a till-time Executive Director, Librarian/Editor, and Office Manager. Ohioana augments its staff by contracting help during major projects such as the Ohioana Book Festival, and by offering two paid internships to college students. These internships are supported by an endowment fund at the Columbus Foundation. We are also fortunate to have more than 100 volunteers, led by the Ohioana Board of Trustees. These volunteers work on projects ranging from helping library patrons to putting together mailings to helping with events such as the Ohioana Book Festival. The value of their contribution of time would run into tens of thousands of dollars.  Note that Ohioana employees are not state employees. They do not participate in PERS or other benefits available to state employees.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohioana Library Association (OLA), since its founding in 1929, has represented a public/private partnership between the state of Ohio and a not-for-profit organization. Ohioana's mission is to collect, preserve, and celebrate Ohio literature and other creative endeavors. Ohioana serves not just as the collector and caretaker of Ohio's literary treasures, but also as the primary organization that fosters and celebrates the writing and reading of Ohioans. In the FY2016-17 biennium, Ohioana's major priorities are: • Develop and maintain the collection of over 75,000 items from or related to Ohio and Ohioans and provided reference services to consumers.• Provide educational outreach by means of the Ohioana Quarterly journal, Ohioana website, social media, and group presentations.• Promote reading and writing through the annual Ohioana Awards, the Ohioana Book Festival: Celebrating Ohio's Authors, On the Road with Ohioana, and Choose to Read Ohio in partnership with the State Library of Ohio and other public and partnership programs. The State of Ohio's support of $155,000 in FY2016 and $160,000 in FY2017 is funding the following objectives: • Produce the annual Ohioana Book Festival with participation from more than 100 authors, 3,500 attendees, and an outreach audience of 50,000.• Produce the annual Ohioana Literary Awards to recognize outstanding achievement by Ohio authors with a live and virtual audience of 5,000.• Publish the Ohioana Quarterly, which serves as a resource for readers and libraries on new books by Ohio authors and on Ohio subjects, and has a readership of 8,000 people per issue.• Research, solicit, process, and catalog 350 to 500 new books each year for the Ohioana Collection, and provide access and service to more than 3,000 users of the collection.• In collaboration with the Ohio Center for the Book and State Library of Ohio produce a new Ohio Literary Map and provide 10,000 copies to libraries and students in grades 3-12.• Present the On the Road series of literary events around the state, serving 500 people.• Collaborate with the Ohio Arts Council on the Poetry Out Loud program and the State Library of Ohio on the Choose to Read Ohio program. Annually, these educational programs serve more than 12,000 students statewide.       


