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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio State Racing Commission
	Point of Contact: Bill Crawford - Executive Director
	Additional Notes: 
	Number of Members:  The commission consists of five members appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. Not more than three members may be affiliated with the same political party. Commission members are compensated for attendance at monthly meetings and on an hourly basis for other work performed.  Commission members are also compensated for expenses.
 
	Past & Present Budget:  Funding of the Racing Commission's budget has shifted over the last few years.  Taxes on wagers on horse racing accounted for much of the receipts supporting previous Racing Commission budgets, along with fees paid by racing industry participants, fines and penalties.  In FY2013, the Racing Commission started to receive 3% of the tax on casino revenue.  Also in FY2013, the Racing Commission began getting payments from racino operators of 9% to 11% of video lottery terminal (VLT) revenue, with the amount from each racino operator depending on an agreement reached with that operator. Appropriations of money from these two sources are 58% of the executive budget for RAC, with money from the Racing Commission's historical funding sources accounting for 42%.  The Racing Commission is not and has never been General Revenue Funded.
 
     The Racing Commission's Operating Fund receives funding from a tax on all types of wagering on horse races conducted in Ohio, a portion of fees paid by individuals licensed by the OSRC as well as fines levied against violators.  Also, a portion of the taxes (three per cent) paid quarterly by the state's casinos is allotted to the Operating Fund. The Operating Fund has had a budget ranging from $3 million to $3.5 million over the past several years.  It is $3.3 million dollars a year for Fiscal Years 16 and 17.  As stated previously, once casino revenues became effective in July 2012, this effectively provided an additional $400,000 per year to be used for operating expenses, although there are restrictions on which expenses can be paid from these casino revenues.
 
     Other funds that make up the Racing Commission's overall budget include the Thoroughbred Fund, the Standardbred Fund, the Bond Fund, and the Simulcast Purse Fund.  There are a total of eight funds all together when taking into account the Casino Revenue Fund as well as the VLT Fund and there is a Relocation Fund that is used strictly by OBM as a redistribution fund associated with our two tracks that relocated.  The total budget for the Racing Commission for FY2016 and FT2017 is $43.6 million dollars per year.
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload:      The OSRC has staff present --a state steward or presiding judge, a racing inspector, a state veterinarian and an investigator --during the 750 or more live racing days held in Ohio annually at seven commercial racetracks.  The OSRC must send staff to 62 county fairs that conduct racing annually.  At the current time this results in the employment of two presiding judges, two state stewards, three investigator supervisors, four racing inspectors, and five state veterinarians.
 
     The OSRC currently has 14 unfilled positions that are a result of having much higher staffing levels 10 to 15 years ago. In the years since then we have combined job duties and eliminated may positions in a effort to minimize payroll costs and be as efficient as possible. The OSRC currently employs seven individuals that report to its headquarters in Columbus.  Besides the executive director, six individuals --a fiscal officer and five other members of staff --are responsible for licensing, dealing with violators of racing rules, the administration of the Ohio Standardbred Development Fund and the Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund, the compilation of wagering and purse statistics, working with the Ohio Dept. of Agriculture Testing Laboratory to test up to 15,000 horses for the use of illegal medications, and the promotion of horse racing and breeding in the state.
 
         Overall, 14 individuals work for the OSRC as well as five commissioners that are paid only for hours worked each pay period.  All Judges, Stewards and Veterinarians are contract employees.
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals:   The Ohio State Racing Commission (“OSRC”) is dedicated to the protection, preservation, and promotion of horse racing and its related industry components. In that connection, the OSRC regulates pari-mutuel wagering and licenses all industry participants in order to ensure the protection of the wagering public and the integrity of the sport. For the year 2015 there were over 15,000 thousand licenses issued. The OSRC makes an effort to promote horse racing and breeding to the citizens of Ohio, and cooperates with horse owners, trainers, breeders, other licensees, county fairs, and commercial racetracks to accomplish this goal. 
 


