Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Natural Areas Council -- ORC 1517.03
Agency Name

Erik Mikkelson, ODNR Legislative Liaison
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Natural Areas Council was established by law in 2010 to advise the Director of
ODNR on the administration of nature preserves and the preservation of natural areas.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Council has not yet been seated. However, per ORC, ODNR is required to furnish
clerical, technical, legal, and other services required by the council in performance of its

duties. Furthermore, the Director or the Director's designee shall be a non-voting ex
officio member of the Council.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Per ORC, Council members are not eligible to receive compensation nor
reimbursement for expenses incurred as members of the Council.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Council consists of seven members appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of the Senate. They are appointed as follows: one member shall
represent natural history museums; one member shall represent metropolitan park
districts; one member shall represent colleges and universities; one member shall
represent outdoor education programs in primary and secondary education; one
member shall represent nature centers; and two members shall represent the public.
Additionally, the Director of ODNR or the Director's designee shall be a non-voting ex
officio member of the Council.

The Council must hold at least one regular meeting every three months. The Council
shall choose annually from among its members a chairperson and a secretary.

Members receive no compensation nor reimbursements for any actual and necessary
expenses incurred for their work as members of the Council.




Additional notes

The Council was originally sunset in 2004. However, in 2010 under the last Administration, the
Council was re-created. The Council has not been seated since that re-creation.

ODNR feels that this Council does not currently add any value outside of our normal
stakeholder outreach, and that input can be offered to the Department through a less
formalized and bureaucratic process. Therefore, ODNR recommends that the Council be
sunset by the Sunset Review Committee. We are committed to maintaining a line of
communication and further engagement between the Department and these valuable
stakeholders, but in a more efficient and effective manner.
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