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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 
 
Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
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Kobe, Amy

From: jamesdsmith11@comcast.net
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 12:22 PM
To: Happ, Stephanie
Cc: Kobe, Amy
Subject: Re: ARCHITECT INTERIM CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION FOR OHIO

Thank you, Stephanie.  That is the fastest I have ever received a new license in my 30 year career !!  Another 
state just took two months ! 
You are VERY efficient !! 
  
Jim Smith  
 

From: "Stephanie Happ" <Stephanie.Happ@arc.ohio.gov> 
To: jamesdsmith11@comcast.net 
Cc: "amy kobe" <amy.kobe@arc.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2016 12:01:03 PM 
Subject: ARCHITECT INTERIM CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION FOR OHIO 
 
Good afternoon James, 
  
You have been issued registration by reciprocity in the state of Ohio.  Please find attached, your interim certificate of 
qualification, which contains your registration number along with some documents regarding practicing in the state of 
Ohio. 
  
If you have any questions, please notify the board office. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  

Stephanie A. Happ 
Stephanie A. Happ 
Licensure/Certification Examiner 
Ohio Architects Board 
Ohio Landscape Architects Board 
77 S. High St, 16th Fl. 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone 1-614-466-2316 
Email: stephanie.happ@arc.ohio.gov 
www.arc.ohio.gov 
  
  

 



Ohio Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
 
P.O. Box 776  
Worthington, OH 43085-0776 
 
 
email: info@ohioasla.org 
website: www.ohioasla.org 
 
 
 
January 14, 2016 
 
Senator Kris Jordan (District 19) 
Chairman, Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Senate Building, 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 466-8086 
 
 
Dear Chairman Jordan, 
 
On behalf of the Ohio Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (OCASLA) Executive 
Committee and our membership, I would like to express our opposition to the combination of the Ohio 
Landscape Architects Board and the Architects Board. This proposal threatens the future and the 
livelihood of our profession within our state, and would inhibit our ability to attract small businesses to 
Ohio as well as promote young talented professionals to locate here.  
 
Landscape Architecture has a distinctly separate scope of practice from Architecture. It is licensed by 
examination under a wide range of subjects including site grading, stormwater management, 
community development planning, and land and water conservation planning to name a few. These 
examples are clearly items that are beyond the scope of Architecture and should require specific 
Landscape Architectural training to help provide guidance and regulation. 
 
We have already taken measures to operate more efficiently by sharing an administrative office which 
supports both boards with one budget and one staff. Any savings by merging the actual functions of 
the boards themselves has already been achieved by our continued efforts to minimize waste and 
promote efficiency in our joint operations. Based on a recent inquiry from the Legislative Service 
Commission, the compensation and travel expenses of the Landscape Architects Board members 
would equate to a savings to the state amounting to just under $2,968.00. In addition, the Landscape 
Architects Board is not a part of the General Revenue Fund and is self-supporting using solely the 
fees acquired through licensure dues, firm registrations, etc. 
 
The health, safety and welfare of the public is best served when the policy decisions and enforcement 
cases are decided by each individual profession, not when one profession makes decisions for 
another affecting our ability to practice. It is critical that Landscape Architects play a role in the 
regulation of our profession as we are most qualified to determine if there has been a breach of 
professional responsibility.  
 
Thank you for your time. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carmine Russo, Jr., ASLA 
Vice President of Legislative Affairs 
crusso@nbbj.com 
(614) 232-3105 



 

17 South High Street, Suite 200 
Columbus, OH 43215-3458 
614-221-0338 • Fax 614-221-1989 
Email: aiaohio@assnoffices.com 

 

 
 
 
 
Feb. 1, 2016 
 
Senator Kris Jordan 
Chairman, Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Senate Building, 1 Capitol Square, Ground Floor 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
 
Dear Chairman Jordan: 
 
The Ohio component of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Ohio) would like to 
express its opposition to combining the Ohio Architects Board with the Ohio Landscape 
Architect’s Board.  The AIA strongly supports the concept of single discipline boards to 
license architects. 
 
We do not believe that members of either group possess the requisite knowledge to 
render informed decisions regarding the subtleties of the other profession.  Their scopes 
of practice are dissimilar in many ways.  We believe that only architects are qualified to 
make decisions in matters of professional responsibility or in matters related to public 
health, safety and welfare.  
 
Finally, we believe the separate operation of these boards is both efficient and cost 
effective. Their currently shared administrative functions (office, equipment, budget, 
website, staff, etc.) allow maximum efficiencies.  
 
We encourage you and your Committee to continue the status quo. 
 
Thank you for your attention and please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Gregg Strollo, AIA 
President  
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	Agency Name: Ohio Landscape Architects Board/Ohio Architects Board
	Point of Contact: Amy Kobe, Executive Director
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Architects Board and the Ohio Landscape Architects Board are responsible for the regulation of the practices of architecture and landscape architecture in the State of Ohio.  The purpose of the boards is to protect of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Ohio by:·         Establishing and maintaining high standards for registration, practice and professional conduct;·         Proactively enforcing the laws and rules governing the practice;·             Communicating with and educating the public, students, and the profession concerning the practice.  
	Past & Anticipated Workload: There are two boards, with one budget, one website, one set of forms, and one staff, operating out of the same office in the Riffe Center. As many administrative processes as possible are integrated together, providing for the seamless operation of the two boards.  The Architects Board, by statute, has administrative authority over the operations of the two boards. The Executive Director reports to the President of the Architects Board. There is a total of four staff: the Executive Director; one Licensure/Certification Examiner, who also serves as the agency receptionist; a program manager; and one Investigator, who is responsible for the entire state of Ohio. A total of 8,026 individuals and exam candidates and 1,669 firms with active licenses are regulated by the boards. 
	Past & Present Budget: The Boards are self-funded through licensing fees, which are deposited into the 4K9 (Occupational Licensing) Fund. No General Revenue Funds are used to support the Boards.The FY16 appropriation for the two boards is $507,614 and the FY17 budget is $ 517,912. The prior biennium was: FY14--$475,223 and FY15--$483,454. Increases from FY 14-15 to FY15-16 are primarily due to increases in wages, rent, and information technology services.Unlike some other boards, revenues have consistently exceeded expenditures. For the FY12-13 biennium, revenue was $1,341,230 and for FY14-15, $1,417,019. The FY16-17 biennium will be similar. All revenue is deposited into the 4K9 fund. Excess funds have been swept into the General Revenue Fund.  
	Number of Members: Each board has five members, which are appointed by the Governor. They are compensated at a rate of $19.55 per hour for meeting time, meeting preparation, and travel time. Board members are also paid the current DAS-approved state rate for mileage, which is lower than the federal rate. 
	Additional Notes: The mandate: Section 701.83 (B), House Bill 64, 131st General Assembly, mandates the Sunset Review Committee to specifically "...consider and make recommendations to the General Assembly, by June 1, 2016, regarding...whether or not the Ohio Landscape Architects Board and the Ohio Architects Board should be combined to improve efficiency and save costs..."Current status: There is one Director, one staff, and one office for both Boards. There is a shared budget. There is one website and one telephone number. Even minor items, such as business cards and envelopes, reflect the names of both Boards. These are just a few of the many ways the Boards have already reduced or share expenditures. With combined administration, we are essentially one board with two sets of profession specific meetings for efficiency.Expenditures: No significant savings in personnel expenditures would result from combining the Boards:In summer 2015, the Legislative Service Commission requested a report of the total amount paid to Landscape Architects Board members for compensation and expense reimbursements in FY14 and FY15. The two boards had a total of seven two hour meetings during the biennium, plus travel time (varies by distance from Board office.) The total compensation for the Landscape Architects Board was $2,968.03, including mileage, for the biennial period beginning 7/1/13 to and ending 6/30/15. If the boards were combined, the savings would be $2,968, or less than .0003%, or one-third of one percent of a total budget of $958,000.Efficiency: Customer service is a priority. Phones are answered by a human being, not a phone tree. The Director responds to email almost 24/7. The Director's direct phone number is public, and is on business cards and the board website. It is distributed to students and licensees through presentations and they are encouraged to call and/or email with questions.  Unlike other some states and professions, applications are approved by the Director, usually on the same day they are received. Licenses are issued the same day.  Later, the Director's actions are ratified at a board meeting.  This provides a level of customer service that generates frequent comments. Please see the recent email from a licensee, which is attached. This type of compliment is not unusual.Our ability to respond to our customers promptly enables licensees to begin work on their projects without delay. We are working at the speed of business. About the professions: The two professions have similar requirements for initial registration. All 50 states require Architects and Landscape Architects to obtain a license to practice. Professional licensure not only involves earning an accredited professional degree, but several years of supervised work experience, and passing a rigorous exam. Ongoing continuing education is also required. While the public generally understands, on a basic level, that licensed Architects design schools, homes, hospitals and office buildings, the practice of Landscape Architecture is not as well understood. Landscape Architects are professionals, like their peers in Architecture and engineering. Landscape Architects are not landscape contractors: they do not perform grounds maintenance. Landscape Architects “…typically hold a bachelor's or master's degree in Landscape Architecture, covering a broad spectrum of design, science, and technical know-how. Topics include site design, historic preservation, planning, grading and drainage, horticulture, and even subjects like psychology.” (Source: “What is Landscape Architecture?, ”https://www.asla.org/yourpath/docs/WhatISLA.pdf, American Society of Landscape Architects.) Architects have similar training, in addition to their training on design of buildings, occupant comfort, structural safety and the building envelope. Architects must have an accredited professional degree, complete a structured experience requirement, and pass a rigorous examination.As a result of these standards for licensure, Ohio is fortunate to not have experienced some of the man-made disasters experienced by states with lower standards.Licensing of the design professions serves to protect the financial investment business owner and home owners have made in their homes and businesses. The expertise of the trained and licensed professional also protects buildings and their occupants from physical harm. The quality of life and economic value of a community is greatly enhanced by the aesthetic foresight provided by these professionals. The effect of combining the Boards: If the Landscape Architects Board was eliminated, and the two Boards combined, the question would be, “How many representatives should each profession have on a (combined) Board?” Currently, each Board has five members. Each licensed member of the Board must have been registered in Ohio for at least ten years prior to serving. Board members are respected experts in their profession. The current structure of two separate boards allows policy making authority to remain within the expertise of the members of their respective professions. Board members do not want to make policy for a profession in which they lack expertise. On the prospect of a combined Board, former Ohio Architects Board member and current NCARB Board of Directors member Stephen Sharp, AIA, said, “I don't know enough about the profession of Landscape Architecture to make policy or impose discipline.”Reducing the number of Board members from each profession could have other unintended consequences. If the board contained fewer representatives from each profession, it could be possible to pass a policy adverse to one profession if one or more Board members were absent. Combining two boards into one would result in meetings with longer agendas and higher payroll costs. Meetings would be less efficient meetings due to the learning curve involved in becoming familiar with an entirely new profession.Ohio has long been regarded as a leader at the national level. Fewer Board members would reduce Ohio's ability to influence national policy.  With fewer board members available to serve, Ohio's leadership role within the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) and the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB) would be significantly reduced. Ohio would cede its ability to influence policy to other states.If the two professions represented by one board, it would require an equal number of members in each profession order to avoid these unintended consequences.Associations do not support consolidation: The consolidation of the Boards is not supported by the professional associations, the Ohio Society of the American Institute of Architects or the Ohio Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects. Please see the attached letters.       


