Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio Dentist Loan Repayment Advisory Board
Agency Name

Ali Simon, Stakeholder Liaison
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Dentist Loan Repayment Program (ODLRP) exists to encourage dentists to practice in
underserved areas of Ohio by providing loan repayment on behalf of those dentists who provide dental
care in dentist shortage areas (ORC 3702.85-3702.95). It is funded with revenue from dentist licensure
fees. The amount dentists contribute to the program recently doubled from $20 per license to $40.

The board meets once per year to determine the amount of funding for dentists who are awarded
contracts (every other year), to review the annual report to the General Assembly, and to be given an

update on the program. The board will also fulfill this function for the newly established Dental
Hygienists Loan Repayment Program.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The board meets once annually to determine the amount of funding for dentists who are awarded
contracts every other year, to be made aware of the eligible candidates, and to be provided an update on
the program. The board is required to annually submit a report to the Governor and General Assembly
describing the operations of the Dentist Loan Repayment Program during the previous calendar year. In
practice, the report is written by ODH and approved by the board. With the enactment of HB 463

(Johnson, 130th GA), the board will also fulfill this function for the newly established Dental Hygienists
Loan Repayment Program.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

At any one time, there are approximately 7 dentists participating in the Ohio Dentist Loan Repayment
Program while the advisory board has 10 members.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The 10 member board serves two year terms without compensation. Dentist participation in the

program will increase with the increase in licensure revenue being directed to the program, but the
board is still large compared to the small number of participants in the program.




Additional notes

ODH values the work of the board, but feels the same level of input can be received through existing,
and more frequent, channels of communication with oral health stakeholders without having a
statutorily created board. As such, ODH proposes to sunset the advisory board.
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