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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Council of Uniform State Laws
	Point of Contact: Prof. Jeff Ferriell, Capital Law School
	Additional Notes: The Ohio Council of Uniform State Laws gives Ohio a seat at the table when important proposed "uniform" legislation is being drafted. Because of the leadership of Ohio's past and current representatives to the ULC, Ohio has played an important role in the development of uniform laws that have been adopted in Ohio and by other state legislatures across the country.  The consistency that is achieved through the uniform law process reduces uncertainty and limits the transaction costs that Ohioans incur in dealing with the legal rules that are contained in the uniform statutes that the ULC promulgates. These benefits are achieved with limited costs for the benefit of all Ohioans.
	Number of Members: Members of the Council are appointed by the Governor pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 105.21. It provides for four members. Current members of the Council are Capital University Professor Jeff Ferriell, OSU Mortiz College of Law Professor Larry Garvin, and The Ohio State University's Deputy General Counsel Alexandra Schimmer, who previously served as the State Solicitor for Attorney Generals Richard Cordray and Mike Dewine.
 
There is currently one vacancy that occurred two years ago when Council member Lee McCorkle (formerly  General Counsel of Wendys, Inc.) was elected by the ULC as a Life Member, after 20 years of service.  Members of the Ohio Council are working to identify distinguished members of the Ohio legal community who might wish to seek appointment to this vacancy.
 
Boris Auerbach, (formerly General Counsel of Federated Department Stores in Cincinnati), is also a Life Member, having served, with only one year of interrupted service, since 1966. This year marks his 49th year of service to Ohio's delegation to the ULC. 
 
Former members of the Council in recent history include Stanley Fisher (Cleveland), Frederick Nelson (Cincinnati), Prof. Bill Evans (Lima), and former Ohio Attorney General Nancy Rogers (Columbus).  A representative of the Legislative Service Commission, Michael Burns, is designated as an Associate Member of the ULC. 
 
These members receive no compensation for their service, though they receive partial reimbursement from the ULC for the out-of-pocket expenses they incur in attending the 6-7 day national meeting each July. Some members receive additional reimbursement from their employers, or pay for the expenses out of their family budgets.
	Past & Present Budget: The Ohio Council's budget consists sole of dues paid to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, which operates a national office in Chicago, with a staff of 14.  Dues for 2017 are $86,200.  A portion of this, $6,000, is used to partially reimburse Commissioners from Ohio for their out-of-pocket expenses in participating in the national meeting where drafts of proposed uniform laws are debated and approved for submission to the states. The remainder supports the maintenance of the national staff, it's offices, and paying the expenses of members' attendance at meetings of study and drafting committees.  It is currently anticipated that Ohio's dues for 2018 and 2019 will increase to $87,000-$88,500 and $88,500-$90,100, respectively. 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: Members of the Council spend 100-300 hours per year, on purely voluntary basis, without compensation. The Ohio Council has no office and no staff of its own. Its members perform their own clerical work.
 
The dues that Ohio pays to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws pays for Ohio's share of the expense of maintaining a small professional staff in the ULC's headquarters in Chicago. These 14 national headquarters staff members provide substantive and administrative assistance to all 350 members of the National Conference.  These national staff members keep track of efforts to enact uniform legislation in Ohio and across the country, and provide members with assistance in efforts to have uniform laws developed by the ULC enacted throughout the country.  They frequently provide valuable assistance to members of the Ohio Council in their efforts with the Ohio legislature.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Council of Uniform State Laws represents the people of the State of Ohio as members of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, which is also now known as the Uniform Law Commission (ULC). The Council's purpose, which coincides with the purpose of the ULC, is to draft uniform and model acts and offer these to the States' legislatures in an effort to promote uniformity in the state law on subjects as to which uniformity is both desirable and practicable.
 
The ULC, which is in its 125th year, is comprised of representatives from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands. Ohio has been a member of the ULC since 1898. The ULC's approximately 350 commissioners, who are judges, legislators, practicing lawyers, and law professors, receive no compensation for their services, although their out-of-pocket travel expenses are partially reimbursed by the ULC.  The Conference maintains a small administrative staff (14) in offices in Chicago, Illinois.
 
Working largely through committees, and with the assistance of representatives of industry and consumer groups, members of the commission draw on the best examples of modern legislation to craft uniform and model states for submission to the states for possible enactment, uniformly across the country.


