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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission
	Point of Contact: Steven C. Hollon, Executive Director
	Additional Notes: To view the Commission's 2015 Annual Report and 2013-2014 Biennial Report, please visit the Commission's home page at www.ocmc.ohio.gov.
 
 
	Number of Members: R.C. 103.63 indicates that the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission shall consist of 32 members, 12 of whom shall be members of the General Assembly, with the remaining 20 members to be made up of persons who are not members of the General Assembly.
 
The 12 members of the General Assembly are selected as follows:
 
         (A)         Three by the president of the Senate;
         (B)         Three by the minority leader of the Senate;
         (C)         Three by the speaker of the House of Representatives; and
         (D)         Three by the minority leader of the House of Representatives.
 
R.C. 103.63 further states that beginning in 2014, the 12 members of the General Assembly shall elect one co-chairperson from each house of the General Assembly.  
 
In addition to selecting the co-chairs, the Commission members also select the remaining members of the Commission who are not members of the General Assembly. The 20 public members of the Commission provide professional, geographic, political, racial, and gender diversity.  They include some of the most respected of our fellow Ohioans.  
 
All appointments are for a two-year term ending on the first day of January of every even-numbered year.  The 20 public members were most recently appointed at the beginning of 2016.
 
The members of the Commission serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses, such as travel and meal expenses, which the vast majority of our members do not claim.
 
 
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission operated in a cost-effective manner during its first three fiscal years, and is operating well within its budget in the current fiscal year.
 
Over this four year period, as noted in the table below, the Commission is under budget by over $600,000 from what was appropriated.  This is due, in large part, to the fact the Commission was not operating at full strength until early last year.  However, it is clear that we are responsible stewards of the public's moneys.
 
The Commission's source of funding is General Revenue Funds, with carryover provisions.  However, the Commission has never expended more than its original appropriation in any fiscal year.  The appropriation to the Commission for the current fiscal year and Fiscal year 2017 is $600,000 each year.  It is anticipated that the Commission will be able to operate with those parameters. 
 
Summary of Budgets (FY 2013  - FY 2016)
 
FY 2013
         Appropriation                           $50,000.00
         +   Carryover                                      0.00
         Total Appropriation                    50,000.00
-         Expenditures                    24,431.00
         Balance                             25,569.29                                    25,569.29
 
FY 2014
         Appropriation                           $ 600,000.00
         +   Carryover                             25,569.29
         Total Appropriation                  625,569.29
-         Expenditures                  153,194.70         
         Balance                           446,805.30                                             472,374.59
 
FY 2015
         Appropriation                          $ 600,000.00
         +   Carryover                             472,374.59
         Total Appropriation                 1,072,374.59
-         Expenditures                    507,616.52
         Balance                            92,383.48                                              564,758.07
 
FY 2016
         Appropriation                         $ 600,000.00
         +   Carryover                            150,000.00
         Total Appropriation                   750,000.00
-         Expenditures (Est.)        542,060.00
         Balance (Est.)                           57,940.00                                     622,698.07         
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The 32 Commission members have been divided into six subject-matter committees to review the Ohio constitution.  The committees are:
 
Ø         Bill of Rights and Voting Committee
Ø         Constitutional Revision and Updating Committee
Ø         Education, Public Institutions, and Local Government Committee
Ø         Finance, Taxation, and Economic Development Committee
Ø         Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Committee
Ø         Legislative Branch and Executive Branch Committee
 
Each Committee member is assigned to two of the subject matter committees.  Three of the committees meet every other month, with the other three committees meeting the other months.  The full Commission typically meets every month.
 
The Commission operated without staff for the first two years of its existence (2012 and 2013), which limited its effectiveness in completing its work. Over the course of 2014, staff was hired, an office was established, and Rules of Procedure and Conduct were adopted.  Only within the last 16 months, that is, since the beginning of 2015, has the Commission operated at the capacity that was originally envisioned, which has allowed it to provide a more thorough and methodical review of the constitution.  For instance, during the last 16 months, there have been 63 separate committee meetings, at which testimony has been presented by 51 witnesses, including ten members of the General Assembly, and the Commission has adopted nine reports and recommendations regarding provisions in the constitution.  
 
There also are several committees that are in the process of preparing significant reports and recommendations that will dramatically affect the constitution.  For instance, the Finance, Taxation, and Economic Development Committee will later this month recommend the repeal of fourteen separate sections of Article VIII (Public Debt) that will reduce the length of the constitution by approximately 20 per cent.  The Ohio constitution, at over 54,000 words in length, is the tenth longest state constitution in the nation, and consists of 18 articles and 259 separately numbered sections.
 
Staff spends a significant amount of time preparing for monthly meetings, which includes securing presentations by witnesses, completing legal research, preparing memoranda on constitutional provisions, drafting minutes, and writing reports and recommendations.  This work is accomplished through the efforts of just four employees.  They include an executive director, counsel to the commission, director of communications, and an administrative assistant.  In addition, the Commission has contracted with a former Ohio law school dean to serve as a senior policy advisor to the Commission.  
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (Commission) was established by the 129th General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 188, and as codified in Ohio Revised Code sections 103.61 through 103.67.  The Commission is modeled after the Ohio Constitutional Revision Commission that existed in the 1970s.  
 
Ohio Revised Code section 103.61 indicates that the Commission is charged with:
 
         (A)  Studying the Constitution of Ohio;
 
         (B)  Promoting an exchange of experiences and suggestions respecting desired change in          the Constitution;
 
         (C)  Considering the problems pertaining to the amendment of the Constitution;
 
         (D)  Making recommendations from time to time to the General Assembly for the          amendment of the Constitution.
 
Ohio Revised Code section 103.66 also requires the Commission to make biennial reports to the General Assembly. 
 
 
 
 


