Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio Advisory Council for Aging
Agency Name

Emilia Jackson
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Advisory Council for Aging, which is required under Ohio law, has been in place since the
Department of Aging's creation in 1984. As a condition to receive federal Older Americans Act dollars,
states were required to establish an Advisory Council for Aging (Advisory Council). While that condition
is no longer in place, members on the Advisory Council continue to perform an important role in
improving the lives of Ohio seniors and are positive contributors to Ohio's policies and priorities for
elders. Members not only meet the charge of reviewing the State Plan on Aging, the state biennial
budget, and advocating for specific administrative and legislative actions that impact Ohio elders, but
are now taking ODA's programs and priorities to their respective professional counterparts and into
their communities. Examples include: 1) STEADY U, a community-based intervention designed to help
individuals learn to manage their falls risk and increase their activity levels without fear of falling, and 2)
Music and Memory, an innovative program which allows people with dementia, Parkinson's disease
and other diseases that damage brain chemistry to reconnect to the world and gain improved quality of
life from listening to personal music favorites.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Department of Aging annually dedicates 5 % of one staff member's time who, as part of her regular
duties, convenes Advisory Council meetings, sets the agendas, and communicates with Council members.

The Director of Aging and ODA senior staff participate in meetings of the Advisory Council. Council
members generally meet at least six times per year.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The Advisory Council receives no funding. Members are uncompensated for their service, and

reimbursement for any real actual and necessary travel expenses is at the discretion of the Director of
Aging. Total expenditures for the Advisory Council during FY15 were $423.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The twelve members of the Advisory Council are appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate. Ex officio members include two State Senators: Senator Cafaro, and Senator
Lehner and two House members: Representative Hagan and Representative Ramos and the Directors
of the Ohio Departments of Medicaid, Mental Health and Addiction Services, Developmental
Disabilities, Health, Jobs and Family Services. ODA and the Council also invite elder stakeholders to
observe and contribute to the meetings. These stakeholders include: AARP Ohio, Ohio Association of
Senior Centers, Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging, Alzheimer's Association, Benjamin Rose
Institute on Aging, Ohio Council for Home Care & Hospice, and Care Source.

Membership on the Advisory Council is diverse. A majority of the members must be over the age of
fifty, and no more than seven from the same political party.




Additional notes

At this time ODA is requesting reauthorization.
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