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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my @& Richard
E. Moseley, Jr. | was the first chief of the Diwis of Natural
Areas and Preserves and served for 20 years ag#ueof the
natural areas and scenic rivers programs. | teiird 993 from the
Department of Natural Resources as Deputy Direarolr
supervised this Division as well as the other Iavahagement and
law enforcement divisions of the Department. Ihwis speak
against the Department of Natural Resources’ pragosdo away
with the Ohio Natural Areas Council.

It is imperative that the Ohio Natural Areas Colibei retained
as it was originally created in the 1970 Naturad#@g Act (Am.
S.B.113). In the twenty years of working with teesven member
citizen advisory board, | found their input to bealuable to the
Division and the Natural Areas Program. By thepresentation
on the council, the scientists and land managera fnetropolitan
park districts, colleges and universities, outdedwucation centers,
and natural history museums as well as citizensiapgd for their
interest in natural areas preservation providedtitpthe Division
that helped us to look at acquisition, preservasind management
from a different perspective. Their advice helpsdo avoid
problems and directed the program in a positive thayled to
great citizen support of the program over the yaagsmaking the
Ohio Natural Areas program a national leader inrstarea
preservation.

Now that Natural Areas and Preserves is embedd#akiBivision
of Parks and Recreation because of budget cuecent years and
IS not a stand-alone Division, the Division nedus Matural Areas



Council more than ever as the care of these uragddragile sites
will be managed by an agency whose primary missiaa provide
recr eation opportunities for Ohioans rather than an agencyseho
sole goal and mission g eservation. The scientific,
management, preservation, and educational advaedad by the
council is even more critical in light of where tbevision is now
located within the Department.

Therefore, | urge you not to adopt this pr@vds sunset this
important and valuable resource to the Divisiohaik you for
giving me the opportunity to express my opiniontleis important
matter.



