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May 5, 2016 

The Honorable Kris Jordan     SENT VIA EMAIL ATTACHMENT 

Chair, Sunset Review Committee 

Room 039 Senate Building 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Dear Senator Jordan, 

The Little Miami Conservancy (LMC) is a nonprofit river conservation founded in 1967 to restore and 

protect the natural splendor of the Little Miami State Scenic River, a river corridor of exceptional 

environmental value and one which is enjoyed by close to one million people annually for canoeing, 

biking, hiking, fishing, bird watching and other outdoor pursuits. 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Little Miami Conservancy Board of Trustees and 400 LMC members.  

LMC has a long history of successful partnerships with public and private interests to advance this 

important mission, including the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 

It has come our attention that the Ohio Department of Natural Resources is proposing a major change in 

the conservation efforts of this important resource, specifically, the elimination the Little Miami Scenic 

River Advisory Council (LMSRAC) which is an important cost-effective mechanism enabling local 

supporters to funnel support and input to the Department on salient river issues.  

Part and parcel of the LMSRAC’s work is to help insure the close coordination of the many local 

disparate interests, which have, from time to time, conflicting agendas. 

Not unlike the management and coordination of the various missions of the Divisions in the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources, we appreciate the need and cost effectiveness of bringing 

stakeholders together into a single room from time to time to hammer out consensus on the myriad of 

issues and projects which your Department rules on annually.  

Expecting the Ohio Scenic Rivers Office staff to accomplish such tasks without the LMSRAC mechanism 

would force that staff to make multiple calls, emails and meetings to attempt, ineffectively, to provide 

the Department with only second-hand local input. This would further burden the Scenic Rivers 

Columbus staff with, first, making these decisions on matters with remote non-comprehensive 

information, and second, standing accountable for the consequences. 

The Little Miami Conservancy has played an active role for 47 years in the LMSRAC and has witnessed 

and participated in first hand this cost effective approach to the protection and restoration of the Little 
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Miami State Scenic River, an approach which is responsible in large part for the restoration of the Little 

Miami to exceptional health and enjoyment of so many citizens. 

It is important that this coordinating mechanism be allowed to continue to perform its valuable 

function. 

Again, the elimination of this effective body would have the following negative effects on the protection 

and restoration efforts by the Department of Natural Resource, LMC and other parties in their 

conservation efforts: 

1) Increasing the amount of time spent by ODNR staff in the review and approval of numerous 

activities, both public and private, that are proposed along the Little Miami year in and year out. 

2) Reducing the amount of quality local input to the Department surrounding these activities. 

3) Creating opportunities for the Department to be criticized for operating in a vacuum and 

operating as uninformed government imposing its heavy-handed will on locals. 

4) Stifling the interest and dedication of local citizens who have dedicated their time and efforts to 

sustaining one of Ohio’s greatest natural resources – the Little Miami State Scenic River. 

Fortunately, there is a better approach already in place. 

The Little Miami Conservancy recommends that you assist to reverse course on this matter and support 

the continued operation of the Little Miami Scenic River Advisory Council. 

LMC understands and appreciate the goal of cost-effective state government. 

Eliminating the Little Miami Scenic River Advisory Council does not advance this worthy goal. It does just 

the opposite. 

Thank you for your consideration on this important matter and know that LMC appreciates the past 

support of the Ohio Legislature for the protection of this important natural resource. 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric B. Partee 

Executive Director 

Little Miami Conservancy 

 

 


