Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Science Academic Standards Review Committee - R.C. 3301
Agency Name

Brad Ingraham, Legislative Liaison, ODE
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Science Academic Standards Review Committee is required by law to review
Ohio's academic content standards in science to ensure that the standards:

(1) Are clear, concise, and appropriate for each grade;
(2) Promote comprehension and improved student achievement;

(3) Promote essential knowledge, lifelong learning, the liberal arts tradition, and college
and career readiness;

(4) Reduce remediation.

The Committee also must determine whether the state assessments in science are
appropriate and meet the academic standards and community expectations.

The Committee completed review of the science standards in January 2016 and
intends to review Ohio's assessments in summer/fall 2016 to evaluate their alignment
with the standards.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

2014-2015 Staffing and Workload

One full-time staff member provided support for all four content area committees. The
staff member served as lead contact for all committee members to answer questions and

provide technical assistance, guidance, and information as requested by committee
members.

The Committee was supported by 12 ODE staff, including 8 content experts, 1 intern, 1
information technology staff person, and 2 support staff members. Content experts
developed or provided materials for the Committee. IT provided technology support, and
support staff took minutes and copied materials for the Committee.

The workload for FY 2016 is anticipated to be significantly less because the Committee
has wrapped up its review of the standards and will only meet this summer/fall to review
alignment to the assessments.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

The total funding committed to support the work of the Science Committee was
approximately $65,500 in calendar year 2015. This includes a full-time staff member to
support the work of the four academic standards review committees, content experts
and other staff to prepare materials and develop documents for the Committee, and
reimbursement for mileage and overnight stays for Committee members. The
anticipated budget needed moving forward will be approximately half of the 2015
budget. The source of funding is GRF.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Science Committee is required to have seven members: three Ohio residents who

are experts in science, a parent, a classroom teacher, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and the Chancellor of Higher Education.

Members are reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses.




Additional notes

ODE recommends that the Science Academic Standards Review Committee be
continued at least through Fall 2016. After it reviews the state assessments this

summer and fall, the Committee will not be convened again unless an issue arises that
requires its attention.
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