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John R. Kasich/Governor Richard Hodges/Director of Health

February 23, 2016

The Honorable Kris Jordan
Ohio Senate

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chairman Jordan and Members of the Sunset Review Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information on the Intergovernmental Council and Advisory
Panel of the Lupus Educational and Awareness Program. In 2012, a provision was included in HB
487 for the Ohio Department of Health to create a lupus program, including language allowing for the
creation of an intergovernmental council and an advisory panel for the program. Neither the council
nor the advisory panel were established as the 2012 law was permissive and there was no funding
provided to support the program.

Recently, the SFY 16-17 budget provided ODH $250,000 each year to support the coordination of
lupus awareness and education efforts. ODH has released a Request for Proposals (RFP) for
activities to gain a better insight into the burden of lupus in Ohio and how public health agencies, the
health care delivery system and health insurers can provide greater coordination, services, and
treatment for persons living with lupus, beginning with a needs assessment. ODH has built in steps
that require input from stakeholders, therefore a formalized advisory panel and intergovernmental
council are not needed.

The intergovernmental council and advisory panel were never established and with the plans to utilize
the recent appropriation in the SFY 16-17 budget, ODH recommends sunset of the council and panel.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Richard Hodges, MPA
Director of Health
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