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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Department of Public Safety
	Point of Contact: Andy Bowsher, Legislative Liaison 
	Additional Notes: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security requires in homeland security grant guidance that the state have a "Senior Advisory Committee (SAC)." Ohio uses the HSAC to fulfill this requirement. The SAC is responsible for the following:
 · Integrating preparedness activities across disciplines, the private sector, non-profit organizations, faith-based and community organizations, and all levels of government, including local, state, Tribal, and territorial, with the goal of maximizing coordination and reducing duplication of effort; 
· Creating a cohesive planning network that builds and implements preparedness initiatives using U.S. Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency resources, as well as other Federal, state, territorial, local, private sector, faith-based community, and Tribal resources; 
· Management of all available preparedness funding sources to ensure their effective use of and to minimize duplication of effort; and 
· Ensuring applications for State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) and Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) funds align with the capability gaps identified in the Threat and Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (THIRA) and State Preparedness Report (SPR).
 
 
It is respectfully recommended that the Homeland Security Advisory Council be reauthorized.
 
	Number of Members: Members of the HSAC are unpaid as required by Ohio Revised Code and are not reimbursed for travel expenses. There have been no costs incurred in the functioning of this council.
 
	Past & Present Budget: HSAC does not receive funding and also does not accrue expenses.
 
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: Ohio statute requires the HSAC to “include, but not be limited to, state and local government officials who have homeland security or emergency management responsibilities and who represent first responders.”  These members are appointed by the Director of Public Safety and each serve a vital role in the HSAC advisory process. The Director convenes the Council when appropriate. 
The HSAC is currently composed of representatives from the following entities:
State of Ohio Government
Ohio Governor's Office, Ohio Attorney General's Office (Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation), Ohio Senate, Ohio House of Representatives, Ohio Army National Guard, Ohio Board of Regents, Ohio Department of Administrative Services (Office of Information Technology & State Interoperability Executive Committee), Ohio Department of Agriculture, Ohio Department of Commerce (State Fire Marshal's Office), Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Ohio, Department of Public Safety (Ohio Homeland Security, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, Ohio Emergency Medical Services, Ohio State Highway Patrol), Ohio Department of Veterans Services, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. 
Local Government
Cincinnati (former Urban Areas Security Initiative representatives still active on HSAC), Cleveland (former Urban Areas Security Initiative representatives still active on HSAC), Columbus (former Urban Areas Security Initiative representatives still active on HSAC), Toledo (former Urban Areas Security Initiative representatives still active on HSAC), Greater Cincinnati Fusion Center, Northeast Ohio Regional Fusion Center, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission.
Professional Associations
American College of Emergency Physicians, Association of Ohio Health Commissioners, Buckeye State Sheriffs' Association, County Commissioners' Association of Ohio, Emergency Management Association of Ohio, Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police, Ohio Fire Chiefs' Association, Ohio Hospital Association, Ohio Municipal League, Ohio Township Association.
Special Programs
Metropolitan Medical Response System
Non-Government Organizations
American Red Cross
 
 
It requires 112 hours of administrative work to conduct the business of the Council annually. 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Homeland Security Advisory Council (HSAC) was established by the 126th General Assembly to advise the director on homeland security. This responsibility includes reviewing, commenting on, and approving the Ohio Homeland Security Strategic Plan (this includes cyber security strategies), Department of Homeland Security grant investment justifications, portions of Ohio's Threat, Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment Report and portions of Ohio's State Preparedness Report.
The forum created by the HSAC allows the Director of the Department of Public Safety to hear the input of a variety of stakeholders, enabling him to make informed decisions and be more fully aware of issues relating to homeland security. HSAC encourages collaboration between federal, state ,and local government, as well as non-government agencies that are essential in preparing for, preventing, mitigating, responding to and recovering from acts of terrorism. 
 


