Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio Geology Advisory Council -- ORC 1505.11

Agency Name

Brittney Colvin, ODNR Legislative Director
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The Ohio Geology Advisory Council was established by law in 1990 to provide
guidance to ODNR's Division of Geological Survey in matters of legislation, programs,
and policies that promote the wise use and protection of the state's mineral resources,
proper assessment of geologic hazards, and fundamental mapping and research that
will benefit the health, safety, and welfare of Ohio's citizens.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The Council is tasked with doing all of the following:
(1) Advise the chief in carrying out the duties of the Division of Geological Survey;
(2) Recommend policy and legislation with respect to geology, resource analysis,
and management that will promote the economic and industrial development of the
state while minimizing threats to the natural environment of the state;
(3) Review and make recommendations on the development of plans and programs
for long-term, comprehensive geologic mapping and analysis throughout the state;
(4) Recommend ways to enhance cooperation among governmental agencies
having an interest in the geology of the state to encourage wise use and
management of the geology and mineral resources of the state. To this end, the
Council shall request nonvoting representation from appropriate governmental
agencies.
(5) Review and make recommendations with respect to changes in the fee
schedules established in rules adopted under section 1505.05 of the Revised Code.
(6) Establish and administer the grant program as described in section 1505.12 of
the Revised Code.

The Council administers a grant program utilizing the contributions that are paid to the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles by persons who purchase “Ohio Rocks!” license plates (as
noted in #6 above). The Council is responsible for awarding grants to geology
departments of colleges and universities located in Ohio for graduate level research
conducted at locations of geological interest in Ohio. Unfortunately, sales of any new
plates have been discontinued due to lack of sales on plates in years past. Therefore,
future administration of the grant program will not be possible since the funding to
support it is no longer being generated.

The Chief and Assistant Chief from ODNR's Division of Geological Survey serve as
facilitators to the Council. They assist in scheduling upcoming meetings for the Council,
making agendas, handling follow-up communications, and recording minutes. They are
not compensated for their work with the Council, as their primary role is to manage the
Division and support the Director. They work on tasks related to the Council when their
regular duties permit.

The Council meets quarterly.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Per ORC, members are eligible for reimbursement of direct expenses related to their
work on the Council. No money has been expended or reimbursed to the Council for
several years.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Council is comprised of seven individuals who have expertise in diverse areas of
geology and mineral resources. Each member of the Council serves a three-year term
and is appointed by the Governor. Not more than four members of the Council may be
from the same political party. Members must have a demonstrated interest in and
represent one of the following areas: oil and gas, industrial minerals, coal,
hydrogeology, environmental geology, and higher education. One additional member
of the Council serves in an at-large capacity, representing citizens in general.

Members receive no compensation for their services other than reimbursement for
their expenses.




Additional notes

ODNR values the work of the Ohio Geology Advisory Council, but feels that the same
level of input can be offered to the Department and the Division of Geological Survey
through a less formalized and bureaucratic process. Therefore, ODNR recommends
that the Ohio Geology Advisory Council be sunset by the Sunset Review Committee.
We are committed to maintaining the same level of communication and engagement
between the Department and these valuable stakeholders, but in a more efficient
manner.
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