Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

The Director of Health's Advisory Group on Violent Deaths (3701.932)
Agency Name

Ali Simon, Stakeholder Liaison
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The primary purpose of the advisory group is to advise on implementation of the Ohio Violent Death
Reporting System (OH-VDRS), use of the data, and to provide recommendations for prevention of
violent deaths.

The group existed informally prior to being codified in 2012 via HB 487 of the 129t General Assembly.
The program is supported by federal funds, and the federal grant requires ODH to maintain a
stakeholder advisory committee.

This group is composed of coroners, medical examiners, law enforcement, public health officials and
injury and violence prevention professionals. It is coordinated by staff at ODH.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The board currently meets two to four times per year, and consults more regularly via email. The

coordination of group is facilitated by the OH-VDRS coordinator (1 staff) and accounts for less than 5% of
the position's workload.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

There is no designated funding for the board.

The Ohio Violent Death Reporting System (OH-VDRS) is funded by the Centers for Disease and
Prevention at $352,500 per year, which supports the OH-VDRS staff and surveillance activities.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

There are currently 31 members. All operate on a volunteer basis, and are not offered any form of
compensation. The statute does not specify individual membership.




Additional notes

Use of the reporting system is currently being expanded to collect drug overdose data, which will
provide greater details on these deaths than what is currently reported on the death certificate. The
OH-VDRS provides information regarding circumstance and factors related to death, rather than just
key medical facts.

ODH requests to reauthorize this group. However, should the advisory group be sunset, it would
continue to meet as an informal body as a condition of the federal grant.
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