Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Agency Name

John Schlichter, Deputy Director
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The goals of the Agricultural Commodity Advisory Commission include:
1.) Establishing the per bushel dollar value for bushels delivered to a licensed agricultural
commodity handler experiencing a failure.

2.) Determining the validity of all claims presented against the Agricultural Commodity
Depositors Fund.

3) Advising the Director by consent vote to reinstate the fee collection of the Agricultural
Commodity Depositors Fund if the fund balance is below $10,000,000.00 at the end of ODA's
fiscal year.

4.) Developing and recommending to the Director any necessary law and rule changes
appropriate for administration of Chapter 926 of the Ohio Revised Code.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The workload of this commission remains fairly constant. They are required to meet 3 times annually and
the meetings typically last 2 hours each. There have been times since the inception of the program in
1983 that the commission's workload has increased due to the number of claims requiring approval.

Most of the preparation work is now done by ODA staff reducing the amount of time required by the
commission to determine claim validity.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

1.) The commission is funded from fund 4970. Fund 4970 is funded by handler license fees
and a $500,000 maximum annual draw from fund 4980 (Agricultural Commodity Depositors
Fund).

2.) Commission members receive no hourly compensation but all expenses of the
members to attend meetings are paid (generally just travel expense).

3.) Total expenses paid to the commission annually are less than $1,500.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

The Commission consists of seven members appointed by the Director of Agriculture to three year
terms: three farmers engaged in the production of agricultural commodities, one licensed handler who
is the manager of a farmers cooperative, one licensed handler who is the owner and operator of an

elevator, one licensed handler representing a major commodity transportation warehouse and one
banker who is an officer of a rural bank.




Additional notes

1. This commission was established in 1983 pursuant to the authority granted under ORC
926.32(A).
2. To date since its inception this commission has approved 1448 claims for $15,642,647.98.

We are asking for this Commission to be reauthorized.
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