Ohio Sunset Review Committee
Agency Questionnaire

Committee on Prescriptive Governance (Board of Nursing)
Agency Name

Betsy Houchen, R.N., J.D.
Point of Contact

Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives

The primary purpose of the Committee on Prescriptive Governance (CPG) is to develop
recommendations, through inter-professional collaboration, regarding APRN prescribing
practices. The CPG reviews new drugs to determine if the drugs may be prescribed by APRNs
and to set parameters for prescribing specific drugs. The CPG makes recommendations about
safe prescribing practices; the work of the CPG is essential for patient safety.




Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total
number of staff

The CPG is required to meet at least twice per year. In calendar years 2014 and 2015,
the CPG met a total of five times and three meetings are scheduled for 2016. Board of
Nursing staff assist the CPG (most commonly, two persons for committee preparation
and attendance), accounting for approximately 5% of a full time equivalent’s time.

The Ohio Board of Nursing is currently staffed at 69 full-time and 3 intermittent/part-time
personnel. Board staff regulates over 280,000 licenses and certificates, over 200

education programs and training programs, and resolves nearly 10,000 complaints per
biennium.




Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding

Total expenditures in calendar years 2014 and 2015 were $1,192. Board licensure fees cover
all CPG expenditures.




Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any

Nine CPG members include a clinical nurse specialist; a certified nurse-midwife; a certified
nurse practitioner; a member of the Board of Nursing who is, at a minimum, a registered nurse;
four physicians who meet the qualifications for appointment as specified in the ORC; a
pharmacist member of the State Board of Pharmacy; and a pharmacist actively engaged in
practice in Ohio as a clinical pharmacist.

Except for the Board Member designees, CPG members serve without compensation, and
receive payment for actual and necessary expenses.




Additional notes

Please see attached written testimony.
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