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Good afternoon, Chairman Jordan and members of the Sunset Review Committee. My name is Janelle Mead 

and I am a Deputy Director at the Ohio Department of Agriculture. Thank you for allowing me to provide 

testimony on behalf of the Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board. The Department of Agriculture is 

respectfully asking for re-authorization for this advisory board. 

 

Governor John Kasich signed Senate Bill 130, a law regulating high-volume dog breeding kennels and dog 

retailers, into law on December 11, 2012.  As part of the law, ORC 956.17 established the Commercial Dog 

Breeding Advisory Board and requires the board to review rules that have been or are proposed to be adopted 

under the Commercial Dog Breeding Act. The board also advises the Director on the administration of the 

Commercial Dog Breeding Act. 

 

The Board is made up of the State Veterinarian in the Department of Agriculture and six members appointed by 

the Governor who represent humane societies, animal rescues, county dog wardens, dog breeding 

associations, veterinarians and the public. 

 

The Board is required by the statute to meet at least four times per year. Members of the board serve without 

compensation for attending board meetings, but can be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses 

incurred in the performance of official duties as members of the Board.  Three to five hours of staff time are 

spent preparing for the Commercial Dog Breeding Advisory Board meetings  by the department’s commercial 

dog breeding staff and legal staff. The Commercial Dog Breeding program receives funds from the General 

Revenue Fund and State Special Revenue (GRF 700427 & 5MR0 700658). 

 

Thank you for your time. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding the Commercial 

Dog Breeding Advisory Board. 


