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Mr. Chairman, members of the Sunset Review Committee, thank you for the 
opportunity to review with you the responsibilities of the Coal Technical 
Advisory Committee. My name is Karen Fabiano, and I am the interim Chief of 
the Community Services Division at the Ohio Development Services Agency.  
 

Ohio is rich with coal and it is a critical resource for our state’s energy needs. 
However, it is important that we pursue new technologies that reduce coal’s 
impact on the environment. 
 

The Ohio Constitution authorizes the state to issue bonds for coal research 
and development. The Ohio Coal Research and Development Program 
provides funding for research at educational institutions and for pilot and 
demonstration projects at non-profit and for-profit businesses and scientific 
institutions. These programs seek proposals that maximize the use of Ohio 
coal in a cost-effective, environmentally friendly manner. 
 

The Coal Technical Advisory Committee is responsible for reviewing and 
recommending proposals for funding under the Ohio Coal Research and 
Development Program. It also reviews the Ohio Coal Development Agenda - 
the biannual report on Ohio coal development and projects funded through 
the Research and Development Program. 
 

The Coal Technical Advisory Committee, which is comprised of industry and 
environmental professionals, academics, and legislators, makes funding 
recommendations regarding these projects to the Director of the 
Development Services Agency. 
 
In light of the provisions in the Ohio Constitution creating the Ohio Coal 
Research and Development program, the Development Services Agency 
recommends that the Technical Advisory Committee be reauthorized. We 
have had some difficulty for a number of years filling one position; therefore, 
we would recommend reducing the Committee from 13 to 12 members. 
 

Thank you again for the opportunity to present information regarding the 
Coal Technical Advisory Committee. I would be happy to answer any 
questions. 


