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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Child Support Guidelines Advisory Council
	Point of Contact: Daniel Fitzpatrick, Office of Legislation, JFS
	Additional Notes: The advisory role played by the council is an essential part of the mandatory quadrennial review of the child support guidelines conducted by ODJFS. The council's statutorily mandated makeup results in a wide-ranging analysis of the guidelines and related matters.  
 
 
 
	Number of Members: Members of the council are reimbursed for travel but are not compensated for their time. The council typically includes 15 to 20 individuals.  In accordance with the enabling legislation, the council membership is required to include:
Child support obligors
Child support obligees
Judges of courts of common pleas who have jurisdiction over domestic relations cases
Attorneys whose practices include a significant number of domestic relations cases
Representatives of child support enforcement agencies
Other persons interested in the welfare of children
Three members of the Senate appointed by the president of the senate
Three members of the House of Representatives
Organizations that have been represented on the council include:
Association for Child Enforcement Support
Community Endeavors Foundation
Ohio Child Support Directors' Association
Ohio General Assembly
Ohio Judicial Conference
Ohio State Bar Association
Ohio Poverty Law Center
Parents and Children for Equality
 
 
	Past & Present Budget: Economic and deviation studies are performed as part of the guidelines review, and the cost of these activities are assumed by ODJFS.  The 2009 council expended $23,240 on it's economic study; as with most previous councils, ODJFS performed the activities associated with the deviation study. Based on the 2013 Guidelines Review Report, ODJFS has retained an economist and expended $23,600 to develop a new guidelines table and related supporting documents.
 
Other costs are limited to limited to travel reimbursement for members and/or presenters. The 2009 council expended $3,422.24 on travel reimbursement; the 2013 council had expenditures of $766.54.
 
There is no specific earmark of General Revenue Funds for the council. ODJFS funds the council and the economic and deviation studies through the Child Support Administration fund and the use of Title IV-D federal financial participation.
 
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Department convenes a council once every four years and the work with the council typically lasts 6 to 12 months.   The work includes:
Communication with council members
Arrangement for and management of monthly meetings held in Columbus
Arrangement of statewide public forums
Development of the report and recommendations
The council is an advisory body and has no full-time staff.  ODJFS staff members provide logistical support to the council on an ad hoc basis and as part of their existing assigned duties.  For the most recent council, which submitted a report in 2013, ODJFS estimates its staff members devoted 700 hours to assisting the council. This included the performance of clerical, professional and management activities.  The Department is required to issue a report of the council's work to both houses of the General Assembly on or before the first day of March of every fourth year after 1993.  The next report is due March 1, 2017.
 
 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: In accordance with 45 CFR 302.56, as a condition of approval of the IV-D State Plan, Ohio is required to establish one set of child support guidelines to be used by either a court or child support enforcement agency (CSEA) to set and modify child support awards.  At least once every four years the guidelines must be reviewed to ensure that their application results in the determination of appropriate child support awards.  The primary purpose of the council is to assist ODJFS in the review and ensure that the basic child support schedule and child support computation worksheets adequately provide for the needs of the children who are subject to the child support orders.
 
As part of the review, ODJFS must consider economic data on the cost of raising children and analyze data on the application of deviations from the guidelines to ensure that such deviations are limited.  In order to fulfill its purpose and effectively assist ODJFS, the council has four main objectives:
Assist in the analysis of economic data
Assist in the analysis of the use of deviation factors
Solicit stakeholder input
Submit a report to ODJFS
 


