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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Backflow Advisory Board
	Point of Contact: Rachael Carl, Legislative Liaison 
	Additional Notes: The State of Ohio Backflow Program originated in 1979 through the Ohio Department of Health.  Its purpose was to train, test and certify backflow technicians. The Ohio Department of Health housed the Plumbing Section which certified the backflow technicians and plumbing inspectors. With the passage of Senate Bill 162 in 1995 the Plumbing Section was transferred to the Department of Commerce, Division of Industrial Compliance.    
	Number of Members: The Board consists of not more than 11 members:  One from the Division of Industrial Compliance, Plumbing Section, three recommended by the Plumbing Administrator of the Division of Industrial Compliance & Labor, one from the Drinking Water Program of the Ohio EPA, three recommended by the Ohio EPA Director and not more than two who are not employed by the Plumbing or Water Industry. The Board members are not paid and are not reimbursed for any expenses.   
	Past & Present Budget: The Backflow Advisory Board's members do not receive a salary or reimbursement.  The program for Backflow Program for Certification and Recertification, however, is self-funded through application/renewal fees and generates approximately $100,000.00 annually from the approximately 3200 active certified Backflow Technicians within the State of Ohio.  The future revenues are anticipated to be roughly the same.    
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Backflow Program is administered by the Division of Industrial Compliance's Chief Plumbing Inspector and an Administrative Assistant.  Approximately 120 staff hours each year are dedicated to assisting the Board. 
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The purpose of the State of Ohio Backflow Advisory Board (“Board”) is to advise the Superintendent of the Division of Industrial Compliance in matters pertaining to the training, testing and certification of Backflow Testers.  The Board is directly involved in investigations, disciplinary actions and public concerns related to the Division's backflow program. The Board provides oversight in the drafting of the Ohio Department of Commerce Backflow Prevention and Cross Connection-Control Manual (“Manual”). The Board provides necessary collaboration between the Ohio EPA and the Department of Commerce resulting in consistent training and testing procedures between to two agencies; both utilize the same training manual and same testing procedures avoiding duplication.  The Board also provides mediation of conflicts that may arise between water purveyors and plumbing contractors. The Board reviews the Manual every three years, conducts investigation on falsification of documentation, validates all backflow exam questions, reviews all backflow training agencies for compliance with the backflow rules, and hears all complaints pertaining to backflow.  


