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Ohio Sunset Review Committee 
Agency Questionnaire  

 
 
 
Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Point of Contact ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Agency’s primary purpose and its various goals and objectives  
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Agency’s past and anticipated workload, number of staff required to complete workload, and total 
number of staff 
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Agency’s past and anticipated budgets and its sources of funding 
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Number of members of its governing board or other governing entity and their compensation, if any 
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Additional notes 
 


	Agency Name: Ohio Department of Public Safety
	Point of Contact: Andy Bowsher, Legislative Liaison 
	Additional Notes: The oversight of the Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee will assure continued coordination among programs, program growth, and on-going training.   The recovery statistics below reflect the value of sustaining the programs in a manner to assure continuous improvement: · Ohio has issued 181 AMBER Alerts since the program began in October 2002.  These alerts involved 207 children, with 201 being safely recovered and 6 found deceased.   · Ohio has issued 117 Endangered Missing Child Alerts since January 2006.  These alerts involved 121 children, with 119 being safely recovered and 2 found deceased.  · Ohio has issued 1,018 Endangered Missing Adult Alerts since June 2008.  These alerts involved 1,042 adults, with 986 being safely recovered, 52 found deceased, and 4 still missing. · Ohio has issued 1 Blue Alert since the program began in June 2012.  Resulting in the suspect being apprehended.    It is respectfully recommended that the terms of office for each appointee be increased to three years and that those appointments be staggered in groups of three each year for the 12 member Committee.    It is respectfully recommended that the Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee be reauthorized. 
	Number of Members: The AMBER Alert Advisory Committee is housed under the Department of Public Safety as established in the Ohio Revised Code. The governor selects one member to serve as chairperson for a two-year term (see page 2 for list of all committee members). The chairperson does not receive any additional compensation for their additional responsibilities.   
	Past & Present Budget: The Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee does not receive funding and does not accrue any expenses. In addition to this, members are not reimbursed for travel.   
	Past & Anticipated Workload: The Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee is a 12 member committee made up of representation from the, Ohio Attorney General's Office, Ohio Department of Transportation, Ohio State Highway Patrol, Ohio Association of Broadcasters, Buckeye State Sheriff's Association, Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, State Emergency Communications Committee, Federal Bureau of Investigation, a local or regional AMBER Plan representative, a community member, and a victim's advocate. These members were all appointed by the governor in accordance with ORC 5502.521 and are required to meet periodically. Operationally, the Committee meets quarterly. Furthermore, it requires 48 hours of administrative work annually to conduct the business of the Committee and an additional 120 hours are devoted to the annual AMBER Alert Conference. Members of the committee are focused on continued evaluation of the effectiveness of the varying alert systems including: AMBER Alert, Endangered Missing Child Alert, Endangered Missing Adult Alert, and the Blue Alert. Reviews are conducted of each alert in an effort to determine what worked, what, if any, technical system problems occurred, and what overall program improvements are needed.  Committee members also provide alert training to law enforcement, the media, and community groups as requested.  In addition to evaluation, the committee is tasked with the following:· Development and distribution of procedures necessary to activate the alerts.· Ensure the alerts are distributed in a timely fashion.· Conduct after action reviews of the alerts.· Develop training on the alert criteria and activation process.· Review and evaluate the effectiveness of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) as it relates to the alerts. · Coordinate with other states on alert activations.
	Primary Purpose & Goals: The Ohio AMBER Alert program development began in August 2002 as a result of Executive Order 2002-10T issued by then-Governor Taft.  This Executive Order created a Task Force for the development of the AMBER Plan.  In January 2003, the enacted legislation created the Ohio AMBER program and led to the appointment of the Ohio AMBER Alert Steering Committee in July 2003.  The committee is now known as the Ohio AMBER Alert Advisory Committee.   The committee is tasked with advising the governor, the attorney general, the department of public safety, and law enforcement agencies on an ongoing basis on the implementation, operation, improvement, and evaluation of the statewide emergency alert program. 


